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1 An Eſtimate of 5 Yearly Value. of weir Eſtates 
* and Incomes ſpent Abroad. 


n Ek 2 


1 on the „ Trade and ManufaQtures of IRELA | 
and the Means to encourage, im 9 and extend them z z 


with ſome Reaſons w AND, in pa BRITAIN ſhould be more 
 Indulgene to IRELA + in parcender Poſt of Trade. 
$ ALSO, 


lone Reafoge wat Obſervations „lr Ablegtees doula be obliged to con- 


tribute to the Support and Welſere of the Country they derive their - 


Honours, Eſtates, and Incomes from... 


| my ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the 
Legiſlature of IRE LAND. 
THE THIRD EDITION. 


: " this Edition the Lift of the Abſentees are greatly Amended, 
ny as they ftand in the preſent Year 1769 


Ta a , To. duns ADDED, - 


NOTES np an APPENDIX. 


. ſome material Tranſactions that have occurred ſince the Pub- : 
lication of the former Editions, in 1767. With Obſervations upon 


- them, and the AQ of PARLIAMENT, paſſed the, ER BP * 
N 4%. in the Pound on Abſentees. 2 5 | 


Vincit Amor Patriet - . ©, 


Si quid noviſti reftius iſti, e 


Candidus impert i; Si non, dis tere mecum.. 
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TSEVA" 


OF : 
Lords, Gentlemen, and Others, 


Who having Eſtates, Employments or Penſions in 
IRELAND, ſpend the ſame Abroad; together with 
an Eſtimate of the yearly Value of the ſame, - 


As taken in Fanuary, 1769. 


Firſt Claſs comprehends thoſe: who live conſtantly 
Abroad, and are ſeldom, or never, ſeen in J[re- 
land. | | | WO 


Penſions, Civil, Military, and French: 


AD Kilmanſeg — 780 
Lady HO — 800 
Mrs. W N — 40 
Executors of the Earl of Harrington 2600 
Lady Cecilia Finch .. — 490 
Lady Young. — — 800 


A 2 Ln 
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. 


12 
* . & > * 
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Earl of Jerſey — — 1. 
Executor of A. Schutz — I — 
Chriſtopher Shroder — 1000 
Jenn Cooper = — 500 
ohn Roberts — — 800 
George Hamilton — — 400 
Earl of Albemarle — 800 
Lord Grantham — — 2000 
Thomas Bourcheir — 400 
Earl of Cholmondeley — 3700 
Baron, de. Sporke — 1200 
.Lord George Beauclerk — 400 
Lady Waldgrave — 800 
Princeſs of Heſſe — 5000 
N Jobt. 'S. Carleton — 500 
Duke of Brunſwick — _* 2000 
Sir Edward Hawke —p 2000 
Executors of Lady Yarmouth | — 4.000 
Lord Bathurſt _. —— — 2000 
Lord Tyrawly e dm: 20 500 
Ann Pitt — — 1000 
- ,Gaſper Gravenkop — 40⁰ 
Lady Beauclecx — — 40⁰ 
William Champney — 0 
Frederick Erneſt —— 1000 
Princeſs Amelia — 1000 
Thomas Cumming v— 300 
Philip Francis — — 600 
Sir William York — 1200 
Melcher Guy Dickens — 500 
George Charles — 1000 
Children of Counteſs of Upper Oſſor 600 
award Weſ ton — 500 
Duke of Athol © %——— 2000 
Pꝛrinceſs Auguſta — m 5000 


FRAY Louiſa Lennox 5 500 


* , 


[ 5s ] 
Nirs. K. Bathurſt — 13 400 
Mrs. Mordaunt — 450 
Capt. Lieut. Nicholas Kelloway B55 
Lieut. Col. Robert Clerk — 600 
Duke of Gloceſter _ — | 3000 


Duke of Cumberland — 3000 


Above L 400 yearly Fen Total £64425 
Under / 400-yearly — — 8950 


Total 73375 


Note, All che Penſions, Civil, Military, and French, 
amount to 7 96667.” | 


Duke of Deveaſhire — 12 ⁰⁰⁰ 


Marquis of Rockingham — 10000 
Marquis of Carnarvan „ 19 
9 Cc... alspatts 4000 
| Mountrath — 7000 
Egmont — 6000 

9 6 Donegal — — 22090 
Beſbo 


Suns e n 400 
X 8 0 Een - =, I 5 3A 


FS. 
1 
2 
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Countel D al -- taps {ah 


Lord Viſc. Middleton — 4000 


4 
T7 
o 
: 
+ £18 
: ; 
: - 
. | 
£% l 
N 
” . 
1 
» % , 
* 
1 
, : 
: 
- . 
6 ' 
5 : 
9 
: 
1 w ö 
+ 4 
» 
7 
* 
—© T#Z - 
, - 
: J 
1 — 
4 m” 
- 2 
a 
\ = 
Ga 
o 
4-38 
. (2 
4 
< bs 
4 7 
* 1 
* 
— 
4 N 
+2 
- 
* «4 
- 7 
= : 
7 6 
4 h 
2 . 
hy 4 
4 U 
: , 
7. 
12 
HE 
4 I . * 
i 
1 , 
, 
: 
198 
£ 
4 2 
17 
1 * 
* 
- 7 
” 
4 a q 
„ 
8 = -- 
o 
.— 
— { 
| 13 
"© - 13 
= 
* 
N 3 7 
— N 
4 
C * 
* 3 . 
2 
5 . 18 
4 
* $ 
\ * 
1 
| 


A» 25 . « 
. 
* Wh * 34 N 4 S 
4 2 1 - 5 * bes 
n Pr" eG FE by 5 
_ nigh 8 0 4 
"= jy v - : 
* * 5 . * * 
' * , * 2 . d * 8 * 
N . 4 
\ * 8 
4 4 * 4 8 
a 22 — e 
| ** er 
— * Þ_—— — — — — 1 — — * 
\ — * - 222 > v0 7 9 nnags 4 
5 6 — 4 þ — IS 5 — 8 


- AS _2 
p „ 4 
Eh nnd 1 

AJ 

MF 

9 
- 
4 


2 * 5 k . * „ 6, "en * * Y * P A 
1 Py ; 1 * nd OP > 
: \ ; 1 8 
i " * = N * fy g * ; 
4 —— 7 — — — —— — —  — ＋6—!•:11ẽ⁊ß . ²˙ - ana 
. 
= £ 5 


| L 6 ] 
| Lord Viſc. Aſhbrook 
Weymouth 
Palmerſton 
Lord Courtney 
Villars 
Digby 
Forteſcue 
„ Bellew 
Carysfort 


Strange 
Beaulieu 
Clive 
Dyſert 
Cahir 
Bingley 
Dacre 
Dillon 
Ueirs of Lord Blunden 
Sir Laurence Dundaſs 
Sir William York 
— Montague 
James Lennox Putton, Eſq; 
Hon. Thomas Fitzmaurice 
Heine of Admiral Warren 
: Hon. John Barry 3 
VB Francis Bernard, Eſq; 
5 Admiral Rowley _ 
* ——— Needham, Eſq; 
BM Arthur Annefley, Eſq; 
3 Richard Hull, Eſq; 
1 Sir George Mc. Cartney 
=. Edwards, Eſq; 
; | James Whitſhead, Eſa,” 
elbore- Ellis — 
| Thomas Staunton — 
= William Bernard © | | mneeeres 
* Francis Anneſley — | 


oh 


* 


* 
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[ 7 ] 2 | 
Stephen Ram — — 14 
Hon. Richard Barry — 4 
General Burton — . 14 
Hon. Chicheſter — 5 1 
Sir William Penn's Heirs — - 1400 1A 
George Clive, Eſq; — 1500 
Arch. Edmonſtone, Eſq, — 800 1 | 
David Ker, Eſq, * „„ 1000 = 
mond Bazil, Eſq, _ 308000 = 
eirs of Lord Fane — 5000 vi 
Sir George Savill — 2000 6 
Lady Echlin — 800 1 
Sir William Rowley — 3000 : 
Col. Shirley — | 2000 
Arthur Barry, Eſq; — 1600 
John Taaf, Eſq; — 800 
Murray, of ne * 3000 
Col. Sabine | ” 600 
Mr. Palmer 600 \ 
Heirs of Jolybeart, Eſa; — 300 S 
Coheireſs of Rathcormuck Eſtate, 1200 | 1 
Edward Southwell, Eſ q) — _ ooo : | ls { 
Samuel Campbell, Eſq; — ) | 2500 3 
Joſeph Cain, Eſq; — 700 1 
Carr, Eſq; — 1000 : 
Herbert, Eſj j; 100 
Worthington, Eq, — 1200 
Alexander, Eſq; — 800 
Hamilton, Eſq; Killeleaag— 800 
Acſton, Eſq, — 500 
Colonel Graham — "5000 
: Sloan, Eſq; r 6000 
Bridges, Eſq;- — 1 500 
Hamilton, Eſq; — 80oo 
Ellis, Eſq; — 1200 
| Aſhroby, Eſq; 1500 
Clotworthy Upton, Eſq; — 1590 
Widow Richardſon —.— | 


Robert Adair, Elq; —— 


Sir Peter Leiceſter — 


kan of 8 


fi: #1] 


Col. Stephenſon — 
St. John, Eſq; — 
Warringford, Eſq; — 
Robert Butler, of Ballyragge, - 
Henry Obrien, Eſq; — 
Thomas Taaf, Eſq; — 
London Society — 
Several Corporations in England — 


Sir Peter Denis's Heirs 


\ 


Second Claſs comprehends thoſe who live gene- 
rally Abroad, and viſit Ireland e for 


a very ſhort Time. 


— 8000 
Hillſborough — 7000 
Farnham — 6000 
Angleſea — 6000 
Kerry — 4000 
Clanbrazill — 3000 
Barrymore — 28ooo 
Mazareene — 4000 
Lord Viſ. Fitz- William — 4000 | 
Cunningham — 4.500 1 
Clare — | O 
Mikon —— 14000 n 
Lord Gormanſtown — 2000 f 
| Moleſworth — 2800 


| Lord 98k 


Lord 3 
Lady St. | $1 
Sir William ILAN Bart. — 30 
Sir Henry Echlin, Bart. — 800 — 
Hon. Richard Ponſonbj, — TꝓSÄv1200 f 
Pierpoint Burton nee 
Alexander Boyde — 1200 
ames Adair, Eſq; — | 
homas John Medlicot, Eſq; — 3800 
8 uey, mY W. Shire, r 


| 117800 f 
Third Claſs 3 thoſe who "ga I L 
nerally in Ireland, but were occaſionally a ent 1 
in yes, for Health, Fleafure, or Buſineſs. E | 
= 
"Note, Their Number. is generally the [7a ht 
for-if ſome come Home, cron 80 e 21 mY 


ſupply their Places. is 35 : : 


P 


I 8 me a Liſt of TY 

ſeven Lords and Gentlemen comprehend- . - 

ed within this Claſs; but I forbear men- 

tioning them, as they happened to be r 
Abroad accidentally only ( Las: Go wa 15 
that Time, and they are Men that e 
the Intereſt of Ireland as much at 15 25 
and lament the Injury and Loſt ſuſtainss2s2s?s 5 
by its Abſentees, as any Men. TIlñne ' __ *7: 
e eee W 
e, bo 8 | 
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Perſons poſſeſſed of Employments and Ie, 


\ abſent in 1769. 


Principal Secretary to his Lord Lieutenant 
Poſt Office 
Lord Viſcount Clare, N James Se 


Earl of Cornwallis, wee eien of _ 


Ireland 
Hugh V. Jones, and John Mil ilbank, Eſqrs. 
Commiſſioners of the Revenue 
Richard Rigby, Eſq; Maſter of the Rolls, 
2000]. a Year, and as much more com- 
puted for 8 Places in his Gift, worth 
each upwards of 3000l. 
William Hamilton, Eſq; (hancetor of of the 
Exchequer 


Lord Clanbraſſill, chief 5 Remembrance of 


the Exchequer | — 


General Conway, Clerk of E Hannaper 


William Che 


Lord George Sackville, Clerk of the Coun- 
cil. 


Richard Vernon, Fah Clerk of the Quit 
Rents 


Charles Fitzroy Scudamore, Eſq; erer a 
1 * Philazer in Common | 


in i Chet 


Sic Wi William Knarehbul, Eiger ia do. 


4000 
1800 


90 


2000 


4000 
1600 


2200 


1200 


Hon. William nr: pos: Surveyor Ge- 15 Ft 


neral 
Robert Wood, Maſter of the Nec 
—— Fay, State Muſician 


Sir Robert Wilmont, Solicitor in Englani 


Lord Harri nington, Cuſtomer in Dublin 
| Henry Tilfon, Craner in do. | 


Regiſter Prerogative 


C48 1 


Dr. Robinſon, Lord Primate 6000 

Cox, Arch Biſhop of Caſnell 3500 

Foung, Biſhop of Leighlin 1600 

Jackſon, Biſhop of Kildare 900 

Andrews, Provoſt of Trinity College 
Dublin 

Andrews, S. F. T. C. D. | 500 

Lewis, Dean of Offory 20 f 500 

Fletcher Dean of Kildare 600 f 

Ryder Dean of Liſmore | 600 1 

Jebb Dean of Kilmore 1 1 

Coote Dean of Kilfenora 400 

Pullein, Rector of St. Catherine's, Dublin, FR 1 
„ 500 4 

Stone Archdeacon of Meath 1200 — 
No „ [L. 72200 


N. B. There is no Perſon (except the 3 Officers 
in Chancery and Common Pleas) mentioned in the 
above Liſt, whoſe Income is under 400l. yearly 55 
in Feland. vil 48 1 ., 


© Abroad early by dee WAG | 

8 25 oo 
— either for the moſt * Furt lese 
Abroad, or r pt 3 
Pleaſure or 60, © 
| alf of theſe are fppoted to „ 8 
belong to the firſt Claſs, and 
other Half equally to the 2 | 
3 | 
Travellin Apen of Mer- 199 
chants, ers and Traders, Who i 
80 over yearly in ö LA 


22 


r 
Hom Ireland to England to buy or ö 
ſell ac res 13, oo 
Spent yearly in the Education © © + 
of Children of Proteſtants, and 
Men of Fortune, at Oxford and 
Cambridge, and the Schools in Eng- 
land, and of Children of Papiſts in 
ans Colleges, and Travelling | 
. and Expences ai ; 
2 and others Abr 355000 
t yearly by young Students | 
at the ſeveral Inns of Court, 9,000 
Spent in Lau- ſuits on Appeals to | 
the Houſe of Lords, Courts of 
Delegates, Writs: of Error to the 
Court of King's Bench in England, 
Opinions and Advice of Council 
there on ſeveral Occaſions, I 5,000 
Spent in Attendance and Appli- 
cation for Employments Eccleſiaſ- 
. tical; res ces and other | 
Qceafions, *;. 15, 00 
It appears by the Eſtabliſhment 
given into Parliament that the Eſta- 
bliſhment for General-Officers, was 
1 32,232 yearly, Thiee Fourths of 
which are ſpent:Abroad, ſeldom or 
never more than Three out of the 
Twelve General Officers on the % onthe 
Staff attending, Is raged 1 5 
Troops on this. Eſtablihment, 
Four Regiments af Horſe, Eight h 
Dragoons, and Thirty of Foot; 7 
38 of which fix Regimentꝭ of Font are 1 
FN more. Th Pay orke -ſome' Times | | 
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Officers of all ſaid Regiments (ex- wy 


cept the Six Abroad) amounts to 
on Computation Z 148,230 125. 6d. 


rh one Fourth of which, at 
1s ſpent Abroad, 
The whole Pay of the Six Re- 
giments of Foot. ſpent Abroad, 
amounts to 


The Eſtabliſhment for Half Pay 


Officers, amounted to L 45,012 
10s. 1d. 

For Officers Widows, C 16,754 

118. 5d. yearly, one Third ſpent 
Abroad, 

Sent to England one Year with 
another, to buy Recruit Horſes for 
Twelve Regiments, 

Spent in England for raiſing 
Recruits for the Foot Service, 

Perquiſites on Cloathing Forty- 
two Regiments at (250 each, 


yearly, comes to £10,500, TWO 


irds of which ſpent Abroad, 


Carried off yearly by Adventurers : 


37,082 13 


47,121 100 


15,004 34 


3,240 


3,00 


7, % ) 


to America, who may be reckoned- | 


one Year with another 6000 in 


Number, and to cirryoff each ane 1 


with another 410 
Remitted — on Account of 


Inſurance of Ships, Aſſurance from 
Fire, to religious Houſes Abroad, 


for Coaches, Carriages, Toys, 


Cloaths, Furniture, jewels, Ha- 
berdaſheries, and . moch ke 


non 


5.884 17 


6 
It is admitted on all Hands, that 


a very conſiderable Profit ariſes 


from the Freight and Tonnage of 
Shipping employed yearly in the 
whole rade of Ireland, many 
compute between 6 and / 800,009 
yearly, and that not above one 
ſixth Part thereof which belongs to 


the iſh, the reſt to the Engliſb 


and Scotch ; but to be greatly with- 
in Bounds, ſuppoſe we compute we 
pay for this Article only, 100,000 


Total of all the above J. 1,208,982 14 6 


Aopiriox AlL ARTICLES, 

The above Liſts ſnew us clearly what immenſe 
Sums are drawn out of this Kingdom annually; 
but there are many other Articles to be taken into 
Conſideration; whenever we come to make a Com- 


putation upon this Head, they will readily occur to 


every Gentleman, ſome of which we ſhall here 


mention: Indeed, though theſe Articles cannot be 


rated at any certain Sum, yet they may well be 
computed to encreaſe the annual Drain of Money 
out of the Kingdom, not leſs than 300, oo0l. ma- 
ny think they may be rated at 400,000/. 

Firſt, We are to obſerve that a great many 
Eſtates and Woods, have of late been ſold in 


'Freland, and all the Purchaſe , at once 


carried to England; and, which is farther remark- 


able, ſome Eſtates have in the Compaſs of a few 


Years been ſold again, and all the Purchaſe Money 


. 
; Second, 
- G | - 
20 x 


1 18 1] 
Second, That great Sums of 


ſent Abroad to diſcharge old Debts,. contracted by 
Perſons now reſiding in Ireland. 


Third, Though ſome of the abi Perſons 


may ſpend leſs Abroad than here rated, yet many 


of them ſpend much more than their Yearly In- 
come; which Debts muſt be paid in England, : 


after come to reſide in Ireland. 

Fou That ſeveral Eſtates of - [ri/b Land- 
lords who live Abroad, have of late been much 
raiſed, and large Fines taken and remitted to 
them; and many more Eſtates will not fail to be 
raiſed to the Height, as the old Leaſes expire, 
_ thereby increaſe their Yearly Draughts upon 


"Fifth, That ſeveral Perſons who live Abroad, 
have large Mortgages on Eſtates, in Ireland; the 
Intereſt Money whereof is conſtantly returned to 
them in England. 

- Sixth, Many of our young Lords and Gentle- 
men, in a few Years after they come to Age, 
| ict Had in other, Countries, all the ready Money 
ich had been ſaved for them by their Guardians 

in their Minorities. 


Seventh, Great. Numbers live Abroad, wha@- 
Names or Eſtates; for want of due Information, 


are here omitted 


Eighth, There is Yearly carried. out of this 


om, about 175, 000 J, by the Colliers of 


| Kingd 
England and Scotland, who take very little I but | 


ready Money in Return for their Coals : 

Point will more properly come to be . > 
hereafter, upon the Article of Trade. 

I ſhall now beg Leave to take Notice of the 
Method and Caution made uſe of, in forming, and 
ks... 
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dmwing up the ſaid Liſt; and to obſerve, that 
the beſt Endeavours have not been wanting, to 
procure from Receivers, Agents, and others, an 
exact Information of the clear Vearly Income of 
the Eſtates of the Perſons mentioned in the ſaid 
Liſt; and of the Sums of Money they may rea- 
ſonably be ' ſuppoſed to ſpend Abroad, and that 
Care has been taken in the Computation, to be 
always under the real value, in order to make Al- 


 Towances for Loſs to Agents, Quit-rents and other 


EY 

are further to obſerve; that the Eſtates of 
many of the ſaid Perſons are much larger than here 
ſet don; but being ſubject to Jointures, Rent 
Charges and Debts, hich are ſpent at Home; 


ve have not therefore ſet forth the full Value of 


22 but © much e as is en to be pen 
road. . 

Though ane of our Centlemen ſtay Abroad 
but # ſhort Time, yer when we would compute 
how much Money is Yearly drawn out of the 


Y — . — We are obliged to take Notice of all 


e are at any one Time abſent; 


for * ſome return again, others do not fail to 80 


Abroad, and ſupply their Places. 


Af duough Miſinformation, ts Tealy hneome, 


or Remittances of ſome Perſons, mentioned in the 
faid Lift, ſnould happen to be over - rated; that is 


amply matle up by others, who vill be found 
upon Enquiry, © to eee 

2 be 

beige - 263-25 Arte, ; ey 1 3 i 174; 

it's | 1437 Ny 

bro. e be d 0 08 


1 1 

A General Abſtract of the Quantity: of Money 4 
drawn out of the EN b. 1 
1 iÞ 
By the Penfiontn compretiended i 3 'F 
the Firſt Claſs, ee = 
By the other Perſons of the. Firſt 5 | 1 
Claſs, 371,900 0 © 4 
By thoſe of the Second Clals, 108, 300 0 0 4 
By thoſe of the Third Claſs, 9,000 o 0 1 
By thoſe who have Employments or 5 1 
Offices in Ireland, 72,200 0 0 4 
By thoſe whoſe Income is under i | 
„ 400 Yearly, 60,000. © 0 = 
Travelling Expences Merchants and | * 
Traders, 15,000 0 o = 
Education of Youth, &c. and at | + | 
Inns of Courts, - 44,000. o © 1 
Law Suits, &c. and Attendance for | | 
Employments, c. 30,000 © © 1 
By — Eight Articles relative to Wk | 1 
the Military, 142,200 14 6 
By Adventurers to America, 60,000 0 o 1 
By 22 of Ships, &c. 40,00 00. if 
By Freight and Tonnage of Os hp oo ' = 

E the lea Ay 00,000.00 -Y 

P 4 —.— 5 6 | 5 
0 Fj | | 1 

B In 


12 J 
Peers of Ireland who. are Abſentees, and have 


955 no Eſtate in Delis. | 
Earl of Deſmond E. E. How 
Waterford E E. Chetwynd 
Bk Fitz-Williams E. E. Grimſton 
=... ;iAthloge **: 7: "Barrington 
... un 
Vemey 7. 5% Daten 
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Mexborough Fortroſe 
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> B. All Geticining Eftates are intended to 
be kate Bäder the real Miue, and only fo much 
of oP as ay be ſuppoſed to be "anc Abroad 


the utmoſt Care and greateſt Enquiry * 


* been made uſe of to prevent Miſtakes in Ra- 
ting the Value of Eſtates and Employments, and 
making Camputations, and finding out who are 
Abſentees, yet no Doubt there muſt, from the 
Nature of a Work of this Kind, be many Errors 
and Miſtakes, which as they are by no Means in- 


ttentional, no one ought to be diſobliged at them; 


"ER | eee 


and the Publiſher, upon Information to the Printer, 
OBSER- 
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OBSERVATIONS 
PRECEDENT LISTS; 


AND, ON THE 


I 


IHE late Thomas Prior, a Man of great 
723 Knowledge and Abilities, and one wh 
ſpent a long Courſe of Years in promoting the 
Welfare and Happineſs of bis Country, and who 
for many Years was a-moſt uſeful and active 
Member pf the 1 8 and in that 2 17 
cl tly. contributed to th Encourag et 
R and Huſbandry in NS Ke | 
dom; wrote a Treatiſe: upon this, Subject, about 
Thirty Years ago, and gave us a Liſt of the Ab- 
ſentees of that Time, by which it appears or 
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there then was Yearly. drawn out of this Kingdom 


ſo large a Sum as upwards of 621,000 J. by Ab- 
Azour that Time Men were ſo fully ſatisfied 

of the Miſchiefs and Misfortunes attending ſo ma- 

ny. Gentlemen living out of the Kingdom, and ſuch 


an immenſe Sum being Yearly ſpent abroad, that 


the Legiſlature thought it highly neceſſary to re- 
medy this great Evil in ſome Meaſure. | 

Ax accordingly paſſed an Act of Parliament, 
in the Year 17153; whereby Perſons who had any 
Salaries, Profits of Employments, Fees or Penſions 
in /reland, ſhould pay unto His Majeſty Four Shil- 


lings out of every Twenty Shillings Yearly, which 


they were entitled unto, unleſs ſuch Perſons ſhould . 
reſide within the Kingdom for Six Months in every 


Tear, which Tax was to be deducted Yearly out 


of the Salaries, Employments and Fees, by. the 
Perſons who paid the fame, and to be by them 
paid to the Vice Treaſurers, to be accounted for to 
His Majeſty, and their Deputies were to give in up- 


on Oath an Account of the neat Profit of the Em- 


ployments, on Pain of being incapacitated to ex- 
ecute ſuch Deputation, and of forfeiting One 
Hundred Pounds. The Secretary of the Com- 


: miſſioners of 7 the Revenue, the Agents of Regi- 
ments and Agents of Perſons entitled to receive 
Salaries or Penſions, were on Pain of being diſabled 
to hold their reſpective Offices, to deliver in upon 
"Oath a Lift of the Officers of the Revenue, the 
Officers of Regiments above the Degree of a Field 

Officer, and of the Perſbns entitled to receive Sa- 
laries or Penſions, w 


ho ſhall be out of the King- 


„„ RR -; 
Tuxer was a faving for the Lord Lieutenant, 
ot other Governor of this Kingdom, and their 
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Secretaries, and ſuch Perſons who ſhould be ex- 


empted by his Majeſty's Sign Manual, and Officers 


of Regiments commanded abroad, Half-Pay Offi- 
cers, Widows of Officers, and any Officer under 
the Degree of a Field Officer. 


Txr1s Tax on ſuch Abſentees was continued by 


ſeveral Acts of Parliament, in ſubſequent Seſſions, 
till the Year 1953; when it appearing that the 
King's Miniſters prevailed on the Crown to exerciſe 
the diſpenſing Powers contained in the above 
Clauſe, and in the Caſe of Penſions frequently to 
grant ſuch Addition to the Penſion as might be 


ſufficient to anſwer the Tax; for which ſee the 


Lift of Penſions. _ | | 

Many worthy Gentlemen for thoſe Reaſons, 
and finding very little Benefit accrued to the Public 
from the Tax by the above Means, I may truly 
ſay, of evading the Act of Parliament and the In- 
tention of the Legiſlature, conſented to the letting 
the Tax drop, not from any Diſapprobation of the 
Tax, but they ſaw clearly that as it was then mo- 
delled, and applied, it would anſwer no publick 


nefit. 6 


By the above you ſee how ſenſible the Legiſla- 
ture and People were of this great Evil, let us-now - 


take a View what our Anceſtors thought of it, and 
the Proviſions they made in this Caſe. | 
Six J7obn Davis, Attorney General in Ireland, to 


King James the Firſt, in his Hiſtorical Relations hass 


- obſerved” that the Abſence of the great Lords (who 
having great Eſtates in Ireland, yet kept their con- 


tinual Reſidence in England) was the principal 


Cauſe of the flow Progreſs made in the Reduction 
of 1reland, and of the frequent Rebellions of the 
Iriſh, who were thereby encouraged to make En- 

Hae 3 croachments 
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croachments upon the Engliſh, and diſpoſſeſs them 


of their Lands, and that the Kings of England 
were thereby put to the Neceſſity of ſending Ar- 
mies over from Time to Time to reduce and re- 
conquer ſeveral Provinces thereof. 

Fox which Reaſon an Ordnance has been made 


in England, the 3d of Richard the Second, againſt 


ſuch as were abſent from their Lands in Ireland, 
which gave two third Parts of the Profits thereof 
unto the King, -until they returned or placed a fuf- 
ficient Number of Men to defend the fame ; which 
Ordinance was put in Execution for many Years 
after, as appears by ſundry Seizures made there- 
upon, in the Time of Richard the 2d. and Henry 
the 4th, 5th, and 6th, whereof there remain Re- 
cords in the Remembrancer's Office here. Among 


| the reſt the Duke of Norfolk was impleaded on this 


Ordinance, for two Parts of the Profits of his Lands 
in the County of Yexford, in the Time of Henry 
the 6th, and afterwards, on the ſame Reaſon of 
State, all the Lands of the Houſe of Norfolk, of 
the Earl of Shrewſbury, Lord Berkely, and others, 
(who having Lands in Ireland, yet reſided continu- 
ally in England) were entirely reſumed and veſted 


nin the Crown by the Act of Abſentees, made the 


28th of Henry the 8th: | 


Nor only two thirds of the Profits of the Lands of 


Abſentees were forfeited by Law, but if any in Of- 
fice went out of the Kingdom, his Office became 
void immediately, and therefore in the 25th of Hen- 


ry the 6th, an Act paſſed in Ireland; that whereas it 


was in Doubt, if any Perſons in Office, did paſs by 


Sea from one Port of Ireland to another, whether 
their Offices were void, as if they had paſſed into 
Eng land, or into other Lands out of Ireland, it was 


thereby 


6,0 ) 


thereby declared, that any Officer may paſs into 


Ships, or Boats, from any Part of Ireland to another, 


without forfeiting his Office; and by another Act 


made in the ſame Year, entitled, an Act concerning 
Abſentees; it was ordained, that if any of the 
King's Subjects, or Officers, be abſent out of the 
Land of Ireland, by the Commandment of the 
King, or the Governor, or Council. 'that their 
Lands, Rents, or Offices, by their faid Abſence, 
ſhall not be ſeized, nor taken into the King's 
Hands, and their Offices ſhall not be void. 
Tuese Acts do neceſſarily imply and preſuppoſe 
that there were then Acts in Force, (which though 
now not mentioned in our Statute-Books, yet poſſi- 
bly may be found in ſome of our Offices, 71 
whereby the Offices, and two third Parts of the 
Profits of the Lands of Abſentees, were forfeited 
to the King; and the Statute of Abſentees, of the 
28th of Henry the 8th, expreſsly takes Notice, that 
two Parts in three of the Yearly Profits of the 


Lands of abſent Perſons, did by reaſon of their 


Abſence belong to the King, by Virtue of the 
Statutes 1n that Caſe provided. 


An ACT paſſed the 1005 Char. 1 Ch 21. 


Rxcirixo, That the King and his Progenitors 
out of their princely Wiſdom, had thought proper 
to confer upon ſeveral able worthy, and well-de- 
ſerving Perſons, inhabiting or dwelling in England 
and elſewhere out of the Kingdom of Ireland, 
Titles of Honor, whereby they do enjoy Place 
and Precedency according to their Titles reſpec- 


tively, fo that it cannot be denied, but that in a 
Juſt way of ReTziBution, they ought to _ 
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bute to all publick Charges and Payments, taxed 
by Parliament in that Kingdom, from whence the 


Titles of their Honors are derived, and whereunto 


others of their Rank there reſident are liable. 
Ir is Enacted, That all and every Perſon or Per- 
ſons, now being and which ſhall hereafter be an 
Earl, Viſcount, or Baron of that Kingdom, and 
have Place and Voice in the Parliament of that 
Realm, tho' Reſident or Dwelling in England or 
elſewhere, ſhall be liable to all publick Payments 
and Charges which ſhall be Taxed or Aſſeſſed in 


this or in any other Parliament, and ſhall from 


Time to Time contribute thereunto, and pay their 


Rateable Parts thereof in ſuch Manner and Form as 


others of their Ranks are liable unto, or ſhall pay. 
And by another ACT of the 361 of Hen. VI. Cha. 


ReciTiNG, That divers Perſons advanced to Be- 
nefices within Ireland, do abſent them out of the 


- faid Land in other Lands, whereby the Iſſues and 


Profits of their ſaid Benefices are Vearly taken 


forth of the ſaid Land of Ireland, to the great Im- 


poveriſhment and Weakening of the ſame, dimi- 
niſhing of God's Service, and withdrawing of 
Hoſpitality” ' e 
I is Enacted, That all Manner of Benefices with- 
in the ſaid Land, of whatſoever Condition that 
they be, ſhall keep Reſidence continually in their 
proper Perſons in the ſaid Land, within Twelve 
ontlis after this Parliament finiſned, and other- 
wiſe the Iſſues and Profits of the ſaid Benefices 


Divine Service and Ordinary Charges kept) ſhall 
be divided, the half to the Commodity and Profit 
of their Benefices, and Churches, the other half 


o 
to be expended in the King's Wars in Defente of 
the poor Lar d of Ireland, and any Grants of Ab- 
ſency made by: the King to them or any of them, 
or to be made and granted in Time coming to the 
contrary thereof, to be void and of no Force in 
Law, unleſs that it be by Authority of Parlia- 
ment. * | | 577 
Tus were ſomSof the legal Proviſions which 
our Anceſtors made to prevent our Gentlemen of 
Eſtates and Employments, and alſo our Clergy 
from living abroad, and we do not find they were 
ever repealed.; happy had it been for the King- 
dom, if they had been duly executed. 
- Money being = Meaſure of = rarer, 8 
certain ntity thereof is neceſſary for ing 
on the Tae of each Country, in ment. the 
Buſineſs thereof; it is generally eſtimated that the 
Current Species of England is about Fourteen Mil- 
lon Sterling, and that ſo much is neceſſary for its 
Foreign and Domeſtick Trade, in which it is much 
aſſiſted by many Millions more in Bank Notes, 
Bank and South-Sea' Stock and other Publick Se- 
curities, which being eaſily transferred from One 
to another, have in Effect the Uſe and Convenience 
of Money. or | N 
Ir is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Quantity of 
Species requiſite to carry on the Trade of Ireland 
with Eaſe and Advantage, cannot be leſs than 
11, 200, ooo, if we conſider that the Yearly Value 
of our Exports is at a Medium for j Years, ending 
the 25thof March, -1966 *, £2,426,423 * abs — 
and of our Imports {1,936,587 8s. 4d. That 
publick Revenue and Charge of the Eſtabliſhment 


+ ® There has not been any great Variation in theſe Articles, 
this four Years paſt. . 
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are each upwards of £900,000, per . Annum, and 
that our Rents and Domeſtick Commerce, amount 
Yearly to the Value of ſeveral Millions, all which 
Articles muſt be paid in ready Money, eſpecially 
in Niger and Connaught, and therefore can hardly 
be ſuppoſed to require leſs than C1, 200, ooo, for 
the convenient Management thereof. 

Or late Years we have moſ ſenſibly felt a Scar- 
city of Money, and never more than this Sum- 
mer *, when Exchange roſe up to 10 per Cent. and 
Merchants could not get their Bills at any Rate 
Diſcounted. Money which could ſome few Years 
ago be had at 4 Cent. cannot now at leſs 
than 6, and Gentlemen of Eſtates and unde- 
niable Land Security, cannot-without the greateſt 
Difficulty raiſe Money, the Bankers finding ſo great 
a Call; and it is fo much their Convenience to em- 
ploy moſt of their Caſh in the Diſcounting Trade, 
which they call very emphatically. a living Cre- 
dit, as the Money lent that way comes back again 
in ſo ſhort a Time. EY 
Tais Want of Money in the Kingdom throws 

a Damp upon all Buſineſs. Manufacturers cannot 
be ſet to work, Materials purchaſed, or Credit 
ſubſiſt; a:.d People who are willing to ſupport 
themſelves by their Induſtry, are left to ſtruggle 
with Poverty for want of Employment, and many 
Eſtates are left unimproved. MSN 


This was in Summer 1767, Exchange indeed has been 
ever fince much lower ; but ſtill Gentlemen of Eftates labour 
under great Difficulties in raifing of Money upon Landed 
7 71 47 7 inſomuch that they begin to think of Relaxing ſome 
of the 


opery Laws with reſpect to allowing Papiſts to take 


Real or Landed Securities under certain Reſtrictions to induce 
them to bring Money iato the Kingdom, | | 
* . W E 


L 7 J 
W'᷑ are not now at a Loſs to point out the prin- 
cipal Source of all our Misfortunes, and the chief 
Cauſe of all: this Diſtreſs ; it appears plainly; rom 
_the Liſt ” Abſentees, and the — 1 _ 
Quant Species they may be reaſonably ſup- 
poſed wn — yearly out of ate Kin dom, that no 
other Country labors under . 1 eful a Drain 
of its Treaſures, as Ireland does at preſent by an 
Annual Remittance of above a MiIlLion to our 
Gentlemen Abroad, without the leaſt Conſidera- 
tion or Value returned for the ſame: This is ſo great 
a Burthen upon us, that I believe there ia not in 
Hiſtory, an Inſtance of any one Country paying 
0 large a yearly Tribute to another. 
— that abound in Mines of Gold and 
Silver, are enabled by the Bounty of Nature, to 
bear an Exportation of their Bullion; but — — 
which want this natural Produce, and have no 
other way of getting or keeping Money, but 
having — Ballance of Trade in their Favour; / 
fer extremely, whenever they want Coin ſuffcient 
dor circulating their Buſineſs. 
Ir is believed by many, wha: underſtand? our 
Money Affairs, that there is leſs Species now in the 
Kingdom, than was at any one Time ſince the Re- 
volution; if ſo, tis impoſſible to ſubſiſt much lon- 
1 Drain; for if the Quantity» of 
vaſtly over - ballances any Income 
— we have by Trade (as plainly appears by 
examining the Liſt, the Ballance of our Trade 
herein ſet forth, and a conſtant Courſe of Ex- 
change againſt us) it evidentiy follows, that all 
our remaining Species, will, in a little Time, be 
carry'd off; the Conſequence whereof will be, 
that ve ſhall be utterly diſabled nnen on 
nns Nass. TS our 
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our Foreign and Domeſtick Commerce, paying 
Rents, or diſcharging the publick Eſtabliſhment. 
Tis true, this Fl is of ſuch a Nature, as in a 
| little Time, 1 it muſt cure itſelf; for if the Demands 
of our Abſentees greatly exceed all our Gain by 
Trade; and amount to as much Yearly, as the 
whole current Coin of the Kingdom ; there will be 
ſoon nothing left for them to draw away, and 7 
maſt be forced to return to their native m—_ 
which mult neceſſarily be the Caſe, unleſs, ( a 
canꝭ t reaſonably be — r ſhall tick = 
a leſs Grievance to ſtarve abroad. 
When Things come to this Ekwemity, gent 
| mult be the Calamity of all, even of thoſe who 
are. innocent, and have not had the leaſt Share 
in bringing this Evil upon us; ſo then no Rents 
can be paid in Money, but all in Kind; no Sort 
of Trade can be carried on, but by bartering 
one Commodity for another: The Price of Lands 
miſt univerſally fall, the Army muſt be broke, 
or hve on free Quarters, and the Eſtabliſhment, 
and all Profeſſions muſt link be . of n 
to ſupport them. 
W ſhall be alien: reduced to At Condition 
of Tone of our Plantations, out of which, for-the 
5 is carried off as faſt as 
it: enters, and nothing left current but Paper. 
Ir. Gur Gentlemen abroad, were the only Suf 
88 by their Conduct, we ſhould have no Rea 
ſon tb complain; but it happens in this Caſe, 
that tho bring this Evil upon us they 
will be the laſt that will feel the Effects of it ; 
bat, aeg. muſt mags the: __ Fate with 
ourſelves. 
Ns melanchly 70 3 that now we are 
labouring under great Diſadvantages in Fa 
an 
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ling with Penury and Want, the 
news of living, and ſpending abroad ſtill en- 
| ereaſes among our Men of Diſtinction and Stati- 


on, and has even infected our Ladies. who may 


be ſooner found out at London, Paris, Rome or 
any foreign Place of Expence, than at Home. 

- IF- thoſe Gentlemen, who now draw out of the 
Kingdom yearly near a Million and an half, could 
be prevailed upon to ſpend the ſame at Home, 
the Advantages 
be ſoon viſible! in the Improvement of Lands 
and Houſes; in the Encreaſe of People, Arts, 
and Manufactures, in a great Produce in the 


Exciſe and Cuſtoms, and in a better Support of the 


Government: Whereas, now by the Means of our 


Nobility, and Gen Wee. their own Coun- 


try, and ſpending all abroad, our People are 
left without Employment, and are forced to ſhift 


to foreign Countries, even to America, to get 
a Hxelihood. | 


'T'1s Goa Ts Reaſon for theſe Gn 


men to expect that we ſhall patiently bear witz 
the Loſs of our Trade, Loſs of our Money, and 


additional Taxes, for no other Reaſon but to gra- 
tify the Vanity of thoſe; who have thus wan 
tonly abandoned their Country, and riot abroad 
in its Ruin: There is no way left to ſave us, 


but by them to live at Home or making 


—.— for living abroad. 

\PeRHaPs ſome may imagine, that our Ab- 
ſentees, have great Encouragement to go, and 
ſpend; their Fortunes abroad, that they are re- 
ceived. with open Arms, and preferred to Places 


of Profit, 1 and Power; but alas! if we 


br very e b menos, that there are 


few therein I born and bred 


in 


and good Effects thereof, would 
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in /reland, who have got Penſions or any Civil 
or Military —— by living abroad, ſo lit- 
tle are "US regarded in | thoſe Countries where 
they ſpend all their Fortunes : The Caſe indeed 
15 otherwiſe with the North-Britons, who loſe 
nothing by going into other Countries, whatever 
they gain there; tis true there are fome Lords in 
the faid Liſt, who have Employments abroad; but 
theſe honourable Perſons (a very few excepted) 
were neither bred, nor born in Ireland, and owe 
their Preferments to their Intereſts and Alliances 
abroad; end not any Eſtates they happen ud have 
in Ireland. 

Nox can we think it firange, that our Ab- 
butts are thus ſerved ; for how can Perſons; who 
ean get no Em loyment in their own Country 
by Virtue of * Intereſt they have there, expect 
to be preferred in another, m_ bo. Aga 
Intereſt at all. 

We may be ſoon Wa of: any vain 
tens of Promotion abroad, if we confider that 


our Countrymen 5 ” far from being careſs d, 
that 9 are ghted in other Coun- 
tries: It muſt — — the Poverty of ſome 


of our Natives, and the Extravagance of many 
of our Men of Fortune have brought us into 
Diſcedit and Contempt; ſo that of all Nations we 
have the Misfortune to be the leaſt regarded by 
' thoſe, who get moſt by us: And yet ſuch is our 
Folly, that many of our People, chooſe to ſpend 
their Eſtates in a mean obſcure Way abroad, un- 
der the Contempt and Hatred of all about them, 
erg home 1 Honour, 7 
Eſtee m. ö 

I isn ich 17 that "theſe Gentlemen,” 


i by being abroad, ad any way NAG en 
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the Intereſt of Ireland, but I am afraid, they 
have no merit of this Kind to plead, for except 
a very few Perſons, who upon all Occaſions 
have been willing, induſtrious, and able to ſerve 
us, (and which we ſhall ever with the greateſt 
Gratitude acknowledge) we know ' of few Ab- 
ſentees, who upon Emergency wherein the In- 
tereſt of Ireland was concerned, have had Spirit 


or . Diſpoſition, Intereſt or Weight, or even a 
ſufficient Knowledge of the Affairs of their own 


Country to do it Service; they are either Stran- 
gers to the Circumſtances and Intereſts of 7reland, 


or have no Power or Qualifications to be of uſe 


tO It. 

Ir we enquire into the Motives of this Con- 
duct of our Gentlemen, ſo injurious to their own, 
and their Country's Intereſt ;, we ſhall find, 
that a luxurious Manner of Living, an Affecta- 
tion of 1mitating the Nobility and Gentry of other 
Countries in their . Expences, together with the 
' Largeneſs of their Fortunes, are the principal Mo- 
tives of their ſpending all their Eſtates abroad; 
which they ſeldom fail to incumber with great 


Debts, and frequently fell, either to gratify their 


ent Vanity, or pay for paſt Follies. - | 
Tos a banks Ole and fit to be 
remembered, that almoſt all the Eſtates, which 
of late Years, have been ſold in Hreland, have be- 
longed to ſuch of our Gentlemen, as brought 
themſelves under a Neceſſity of ſelling to diſ- 
charge Debts centracted abroad; we can juſtiy 
date the Ruin of ſeveral great Families from the 
fatal Period of their going to live abroad; and 
we may now, prophetically, pronounce the like 
Fate of ſeveral others, who have of late, or ſhall 
hereafter follow the ſame Courſe of living, —_ 


— Mit 
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their Lands ſhall paſs away to Strangers, and 


their Names be no more heard of. 

Tux Extinction of ſuch Families, may probably 
be no hurt to the Publick, but then the Value of 
their Eſtates ſpent abroad, is certainly loſt to 
the Kingdom; an Engliſh Prodigal injures none 


but his own Family, ſince whatever he ſquanders, 


goes into the Pockets of others, of the ſame 
Country; but any Iriſh Spendthrift, ik com- 


monly makes London or Paris the Scene of his 


Extravagance, not only deprives his Family, but 

his Country alſo, of the full Value of aufer 
conſumes. 

Ir has been obſerved ah cher: ill Effect of liv- 

ing abroad) concerning ſuch of our Gentlemen of 

one ny as happened to marry there; that they and 

their Poſterity are for the moſt Part loſt to this 


Kingdom; tis ſhocking to an Engliſh Lady, to 


think of living i in ſuch a poor, deſpis d Place as 
Ireland is, and if ſhe has not made it an Article of 
Marriage, as it often is the Caſe, ſhe ſeldom fails, 
ſome other way to prevail on an eaſy_ Huſband to 
forſake his Country, and takes care to breed up 


her Children in the ſame Averſion; and from that 


Time forward, we hear no more of them, but 
by their conſtant drawing all their Rents from 
hence, and racking their poor Tenants : Such 
Deſerters prove the worſt Enemies to Treland, 
by. laying it under a continual yearly Pillage to 
their Vanity and Luxury, without contributing 
the leaſt Farthing, towards the Support of the 


... Government. 


eres 6] ths Goon 


duct of ſome of our Gentlemen, in ſending their 
Children to other Countries for Education; tis 


certain, if they were better appriz d of the Man- 
M 15 ner 
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ner of Living, and Studying, and Performances re- 


quired of them abroad, they would believe it much 
better to educate them in our Colleges at Home, 
where the Courſe and Method of ſtudying are ex- 
celled by none Abroad, and where the Rules re- 
quire a greater Strictneſs and Attendance to Duties, 
more reading and ſtudying, and where there are to 
be found generally better Scholars, in Proportion 
to their Numbers, and leſs Corruption; this Hu- 
mour proceeding from a want of * ent and 
Obſervation, is often attended wi His Conſe- 
quence, that the young Gentlemen educated 
Abroad, either take a liking to other Countries, 
and ſo are for ever loſt to their own, if their For- 
tune will enable them to live there; or if they re- 
turn Home, perhaps bring nothing with them, but 
the Follies and Luxuries of our Neighbours, by 
which we ſuffer too much already. raed 

Ir ſome think it a Hardſhip, that moſt of our 
Employments, are given to other People; we all 
have juſt Reaſons to complain, that thoſe Employ- 
ments are ſerved by Deputies, and of Conſequence 


not only the greateſt Part of the Profits thereof 
carried out of the Kingdom, and ſpent Abroad; but 


they are ill ſerved and attended. Tis our Miſ- 


fortune that too many of the Engh/b, who obtain 


Places in this Country ſeldom favour us with their 
Company in the Enjoyment of them. Tis true, 
. we have one Viſit from them when they come over 
to quaſify themſelves here, and take Poſſeſſion of 


their Preferments, tho' ſome of them will not e- 
ven be at ſo much Trouble, but obtain Acts of 


Parliament in 3 to diſpenſe with their Qua- 
lifications, in Ireland; and after this Beginning, 


we ſee no more of them but their Names in our 


publick Eſtabliſnments. | 
20 2 3 - Bur 
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Bur as to thoſe who get Preferment here, and 

kve and ſettle with us, we have no Cauſe to repine; 
they become one with us, heartily eſpouſe the In- 
tereſt of the Country, and are in all Reſpects an 
Advantage to it; we can't but remember, that 
a great many conſiderable Families now in the 
Kingdom, are the Deſcendants of ſuch, who came 
hither for Preferment. 

| Ir is a melancholy Thing to view the above 
Lift of Abſentee Penſioners, when upwards of 
84357 5 of the £96,667 in the whole granted for 
Zivil, Military and French Penſions is yearly ſpent 
abroad, we are always increaſing our Penſion Lift. 
It is now more than double a great deal what_it 
was when Mr. Prior wrote, and every Change of 
Miniftry in a neighbouring Kingdom generally 
increaſes it conſiderably. Taxes ſpent at Home 
do not impoveriſn us, though private Perſons 
may ſuffer in the Payment of them; but what- 
ever is ſpent Abroad, is a general Loſs to the 
Kingdom. eh, 1 8 
Me YL 6,667 the Sum our Penſion Lift amounts to, 
would pay an Intereſt, at the Rate of 4 per Cent, 
for upwards of £2,4391,000, ſo that it may well 
, be fait. we have got into a Debt equal to that 
Sum unknown to ourſelves, and pay Intereſt an- 
nwually for it, beſides our other National Debt. 
5 * Thing that makes the 8 fit 
heavy on every Body's Mind is, one is greatly at 
a TA to find out he Merit of moſt om 5 
indeed there are ſome that no one ever found Fault 
wich others that do great Honour to the Lift, 
whole Name and Actions the People of Treland 
moſt gratefully remember, ſuch as the ſeveral 
Branches of the Royal Family, Sir Edward Hawke 
and Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick. ah 42 
SY . 33: 3 OK. 
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Non can we altogether excuſe the Military Offi 


cers from contributing to the Impoveriſhment 
of this Country; of the many General Officers 
on our Eſtabliſhment, very few of them are, at 
any Time, to be found here, tho' they are, 
perhaps, the only Generals in Europe, in full Pay 
in Time of Peace; and, if at any Time, an 
of them are ordered to review our Forces, whit 
is the only Part of Duty required of them, they 
4 — to be allowed for that Service in Ireland, 
which does not laſt above ſix Weeks or two Months, 
zool. or oo over and above their Pay, as General, 
which is as much as any Lieutenant General, in the 
Foreign Service is allowed a Year ; and this too, 


tho happen to come over at the ſame Time 
to take Poſſeſſion of a good Government; many 


of our Colonels and Field Officers, by the ſame 
Example, live for the moſt Part Abroad, to the 
difabling the poor People of this Kingdom, from 
paying that very Eſtabliſhment; by which they are 
maintained. 

Turnx was no Part of his Majeſty's Dominions 
more chearf ally bore the Expences and Burthens 
of the laſt Wars than the Peopl le of lreland; and 
| the Parliament of that Ki 1 with a becom- 
| ing Zeal and Spirit, granted all that ' was. aſked 

them, and run themſelves in Debt for- that 


% . and that too, tho two Parts in three 


of that Ex K was laid out Abroad, and our 
Kingdom left, in a great Meaſure, naked of 
Froops. Hardly 500 * Men, at a Time when 
we were in the greateſt Danger of wanting them 
and our Militia was quite uſeleſs for want of effec- 
tual Laws for raiſing and diſciplining of the 
viz Sir Edward Hautes Victory at Sea, 220 
955 eat Admiral's delivering this Kingdom 
ron the e Miſeries and Ravages of a French In- 
E 2 wes 
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vaſion. But this Spirit and Zeal of the People of 
Treland ſhould meet with a ſuitable Return and Re- 
laxation of Taxes and Expences, in Time of Peace 
in the Military Department; and yet, inſtead of 
that, we find the Charges of the Military Eſtabliſh- 
ment finze the laſt War, within a very few Thou- 
ſand Pounds, equal to what it was during the War, 
when the whole Military Eſtabliſhment and Ex- 
18 were very near 600,000 /. annually, at a 

edium. But this appears clearly to be owing, 
in a t Meaſure, to the Troops we have now 
here in Time of Peace, being, in Effect, an Army 
of Officers, there being but 28 Men in a Compa- 
ny, and 19 Men in a Troop “, fo that the Annual 
Pay of the Officers of the Army here is very near 
half the Expence of the whole Army, about 


In England there is 47 Men in a Company and 31 in a 
Troop of the Marching Regiments, which is about two fifths 
more private Men than we have; ſo that we might have an 
Army of near 17000 Men inſtead of 12000, with only the ad- 
ditional Pay of the Difference of ſo many private Men, Which 
would not amount to à very large Sum, as you would have the 
ſame Number of Officers; which are the great Expence of an 


Army. | ; | 
3 4 ſure if the Horſe, Foot, and Dragoons, on the 1ri/5 
Eſtabliſhment, were put on the ſame Footing with reſpect to 
the Number of private Men that it is in England, an Army of 
15900'effeQive Men might be kept here at a leſs Expence 
than our preſent nominal Army of 12000/Men ; I ſay nomi- 
pal Army, for, it is certain we have very ſeldom above 5000 
or 6000 effective Men in the Kingdom, which makes the 
Country look very thin of Troops. | MEG 
What a Difference is there between our preſent Peace Eſta- 
bliſhment for 12000 Men, vis 4 Regiments of Horſe, 8. of 
E and 30 of Foot, and King William's, of 2 Regiments 
of Horſe, conſiſting of 261 Men each, 3 of Dragoons, of 362 
each, and 20 of Foot, of 488 Men each. The Jriſb Military 
Eſtabliſhment is in Effect no more than « Nurſery for an Ar- 
my, and a very expenſive one; but, if it was managed with 
Oeconomy and made more uſeful, it would be bee 5 | 
ns Hy 1 170, 610 


3 

170, 610l. 176. 6d. of the 348,264. 156. the 
whole Pay of the Army, and this Article greatly 
bells our Abſentee Liſt. By all this it is mani- 
feſt, that what /reland pays in Time of Peace on 
this Head, is to be conſidered as à great addi- 
tional Expence, and a conſiderable Aſſiſtance and 
Strength to the Britiſhß Empire. | 5 
Wer are apt to complain of the Hardſhips; laid 
upon us by England in reſpect to our Trade, and 
when we are pinched, and in Diſtreſs, charge our 
Misfortunes to the Account of our People; but 
if we truly examine all Circumſtances, we ſhall 
find, that to ourſelves we owe moſt of the Miſ- 
fortunes, and Inconveniencies we labour under ; 
we owe them to our immoderate Conſumption of 
Foreign Commodities at Home, and extravagant 
ſpending Abroad. to Has . blo #7 off 

Ir is not to be wondered at, that we ſhould 
grow poorer every Day under ſuch an unprofitable 
Drain of Money, which all the Labour of the Peo- 
ple and Produce of the Country, with every Acqui- 
ſition they can mak, are not able to ſupply. This 
is an Evil long complained of, and in our Days is 
encreaſed to that Degree, that we ſhall ſoon be 
utterly. exhauſted; ;-nnleſs | ſore effectual Stop be 
put thereto; and as it arifes prineipally from our- 
ſelves, it is much in our Power to redreſs it. 
ILSHALU now proceed to conſider the Trade of 
Ireland, in order to examine whether the Ballance 


ariſing from thence will enable us to anſwer theſe 


F J 
icky nothing. will # effectually enable Men to 
take right Meaſures for the Good of their Country, 
as to be rightly informed concerning the Trade and 
true Intereſt thereof. 
Ix appears clearly from the Tables of Imports 
and Exports hereto annexed *,* which have been 
carefully taken from the Cuſtom-Hou/ſe Books, and 
de Computation made relative to the Ballance of 
Trade in our Fuvour, that whatſoever Gain we 
have that Way falls conſiderably ſnort of what is 
ſufficient to anſwer the Demands of our Gentlemen 
Abroad. 
I $HALL eonſider our Trade under the follow- 
ing Heads: 
Iſt. ISsAnALL examine he Ireland gains or 
loſes, both in reſpect of its general Trade with all 
the World, and of its particular Trade, with the 
ſeveral Countries it has Dealings wit. 

"2dly, ISALL particularly take Notice of the 
©olntites we” trade with to moſt Aadvantege, or 
Wee, SJ 907 10 

© gdly, 1 SHALL offer W for the better 

t and Regulatiotm of our Trade! 

As to the firſt Head, we are tor obſerve, that in 
order to form a right Judgmenr of the Trade of 
any Country, and whether it gains or loſes in its 
Commerce with any particular Nation, or its 
Traffick with all Countries tis abſolutely: neceſſa- 
8 to be well? e now ruth Money: that 

| mw 55 1909 cc. 
„ Arete rer. were nine to 5 ſormer baue of 
5 E. now omit Ast W. , 
wy Nie; 29 the Price ot 15 25555 4 be wor fo 


ſeen in the Returns, made to A e more. 
Exnminater s- Office in the Cu ſlom 2 ab Ta) 
nes conſtantly kept by the Basis be aber Muſeum, 
30d which may he ſeen at any Ting, » Ha? Log eaboil 
* ww! | | Country | 
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Country pays for its Imports, and receives for its 
Exports; for the Difference of both in Value, is 
the true Meaſure of Loſs and Gain; if the Ex- 
ports ſell for more than is laid out in purchaſing 
the Imports, or if the Imports coſt more than the 

xports amount to, the Difference will be return- 

ed in Specie, and is called the Ballance. 
. TxHo' it muſt be confeſſed to be very difficult to 
come to an exact Knowledge of the true Value of 


all Goods Imported and Exported, in a Country 


that has an extenſive Trade, and has loaded its 
Imports with high Duties; yet, I hope, we ſhall 
be thought to come very near the Truth, by the 
Means of thoſe Enquiries and Calculations we have 


made, and eſpecially by the Help of thoſe Abſtracts 
which have been laid from Time to Time before the 
Houſe of Commons by the Officers of the Custom 


Houſe, who make up Yearly Accounts of 'the 
Quantity and Value of all Commodities imported 
and exported: And having made ſeveral Eſtimates 
and Obſervations from the ſaid Abſtracts, I ſhall 
here preſent them to the Reader in one View for 
his better Information, judging them the beſt 
Foundation we can go upon for forming a juſt Ef- 
timate of our Trade, compared with other Nati- 
ons; and the only Way to clear up che Miſtakes 
and wrong Notions, which ſeveral entertain con- 
cerning our Trade with particular Countries, and 


as there are ſeveral Articles, not taken Notice of / 


by the Officers of the Cuftom-Houſe, which ought 
to be taken into Conſideration which we are draw- 
ing up the Ballance of our reſpective Trades, I 
Thall endeavour to ſupply them. * Ft. 
©. Trvs far we are inftructed by the Caftane- 
Votze Books, concerning the Quantity and Value 

of our Commodities imported and exported, 2 
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their reſpective Ballances depending thereon, and 
find that the Ballance in our Favour of all our 
Trade in general, taken at a Medium yearly, for 
the laſt ſeven Vears ending the 25th of March, 
1766 *, amounts to 489, 836“. 10s. 114. 

Ir is proper to take Notice of the Manner of 

Valuation practiſed by the proper Officers, -who 

(as I am well informed, value all our Exports at . 

Medium of the Price current in our Markets at 
Home; and all the Imports at the mean Rate we 

are ſuppoſed to pay for them to other Countries; 

and to do Juſtice to the Care and Skill of the Offi 

cers, we mult obferve, they are, for the moſt Part, 

pretty exact, and right in their Valuations, having 

made it their Buſineſs to be well informed by Mer- 
| chants, and other Dealers, of the curretit Rates of 
| Commodities both at Home and Abroad. 

EE: Ir muſt be owned, that this Manner of Valuation 
| N | will not give us the true Ballances of our 'Trade 
Wl with other Countries; for though in reſpect to the 

Imports, no Alteration is to be made in the Value 

1 "be or the Suppoſition that we rate them no 

=. Higher than the prime Coſt we pay for them to 

= other Countries, yet we muſt add to the Value of 
dur Exports, whatever we fell them for Abroad, 
more than they are rated for at Home; this addi- 

. tional Value ariſes from the Duty and Charges of 

_ Exportation, the Freight, Expence and Profit of 
Merchants, which in long Voyages are very conſi- 

| . and ee eee of Commodities to 


1 | , | 7 1 ; 0 
= 6 1 * Upon joking I thi Entries, of We and . 
_ ' for dhe four laſt Years, ſince. the above Tables were calcula- 
_ ---- ted, the Imports have conſiderably encreaſed, particulatly in 
"the Articles of Wine, Spirits and Teas; I wiſh 1 could ſay as 
much for our Exports Ad 2 GCINN they have 4 
leſſened.” 1/75 [). 0 
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| An Account of the Value of the What the Exports 
Exports and Imports of Ireland for] exceed the Im- E, 
| [ſeven Years, ending the 25th off ports to all Coun-|B: 
March, 1766. | tries during thatſer 
. Time, or the Ba- 
lance of Trade in 
8 I favour of Ireland. 
Year | EXPORTS.. | IMPORTS. 
ending | 
25th of | 
. £4 2 6 & 
1760] 2139388 1 of 1647592 I 3] 491795 19 % 
I761] 2244951 17 10] 1527903 2 2| 717048 15 80 
1762] 2438926 2 o] 1914798. 6 11] 524127 15. 1 
1763] 2279926 4 5] 1818433 6 4] 461492 18 1 
1764] 2595229 5 4] 2216274 7 100 378954 17 6 
1765 2492064 18 1] 2139810 7 1{ 352254 11 0 
1766] 2794481 6 9 2291300 7 2] 503180 19 7] : 
Totals. t 698496 511355611118 9 3428855 16 Bt; 
| kh 


At a Medium for abo 


1 . 


. "RT 
4 2426423 19 4 


1936587 8 4 489836 10 11 


J. | 5 d. 


N. B. It appears that the ſuppoſed Balance in favour of Ireland is 
Importation and running of Brandies, Rum, Tobacco, Teas, and o 
mentioned in the Cuſtom-houſe Books; but even admitting the Bal 
the Abſentees, the Balance is againſt Ireland upwards of 1,000,000 
the Exchange between England and Ireland is conſtantly againſt Ire 


\ 


An Account of the Value of the What the Exports 


ports 

9522 Exports and Imports from Great-| exceed the Im- 
oun- Britain to Ireland for ſeven Vears, ] ports to Great. 
that ending the 2 5th of March, 1385 Britain during 
e Ba- that Time, or the 
de in Balance of Trade 
land. | in favour of Fre- 

EXPORTS. | IMPORTS, | #4: 

1 . J. s. d J. | <6 d. . . d. 
9 9 1450757 8 6| 1094752 12 11 356004 15 7 
5 8 1494499 8 2| 1096989 9 2| 397509 19 © 
5. 1] 1649295 4 5| 1338325 8 9 310969 15 8. 
8 1 1562400 911 1284891 2 8\ 277/509 7 3 
7 6 1682196 2 3| 1567683 1 1 114513 1 2 
[1 Of 1693197 5 6 1439969 4 8] 253228 © 10 
'9 7| 2883108 ,3 9 1602413 5 T7" 9000s 18 2 
6 8111615454 2 6 942 5024 4 10 2190429 17 8 
above Seven Years. 5 
- d. J. 5. *] 1 . . 
10 11 1659350 71 9' 1346432 ©) | | Ser 11 1 55 
Ireland is 4 leflened, if not overbalanced, by the clandeſtine 


1s, and other Goods, and taking in ſome other Articles not 
the Balance, if you take into py el the great Drain by 
oOo, ooo. And to evince this Truth beyond all CORNING, 
902 Ireland, and ſometimes it is ie ſo. 


* 
. 
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the Gain of the Nation, in whoſe Ships, and on 
whoſe Account theſe Goods are exported *. | 
Io adjuſt theſe Articles, that are either to be 
added, or ſubtracted from the reſpective Ballances 
as they are. ſettled by our Cuſtom-Houſe Officer 
is very difficult, and requires the Knowledge of 
many Particulars, not eaſy to come at. - 

INpEED the Proportion of the Commodities ex- 
ported or imported, on the Account of our Mer- 
chants, is not eaſy to aſcertain; but upon the beſt 
Enquiry I have been able to make, and I have been 
aſſiſted by ſeveral Merchants of great Skill and 
Knowledge, I judge that at a Medium the ſixth 
Part of the Value of our whole Exports and Im- 
ports, may be the Proportion that our Merchants 
export and import in their own Shipping, on their 
own Accounts; upon this Suppoſition, the Ballance 
of this Part of our Trade is greatly againſt us, 
only one ſixth by the Merchants and Traders of 
this Country, and the other five chiefly thoſe of 
Great-Britain ; this ſhews us what a ſmall Share we 
ourſelves have in Compariſon of other Countries, 
in the Shipping employed in the Exportation and 
Importation of our Commodities. : 

Tais is not the only Branch of our Trade not 
taken Notice of, by the Returns in our Cuftom- 
Houſe Books, that is greatly againſt us; there is 
another, which upon Examination I am afraid will 
reduce great Part of the above ſuppoſed Ballance in 
our Favour, if not the whole; 1 mean the great 
Quantity of Goods which are Yearly run into the 


It is imagined the Exports are greatly over - rated, for as 
in moſt Articles no Duty is paid on Exportation, Merchants 
| Pert at Pleaſure, and to gain a Credit, Tometimes a great 

| more than they really ſend Abroad, and particularly in 
the Article of Linens. h wy. 


F Kingdom 
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Kingdom, without any Entry in the Cuſtom Houſe 
Books, or Duty paid for the ſame, for which we 
pay Value Abroad. 

Tis impoſſible to aſcertain the Value of this 
clandeſtine Importation ; but the fair Trader com- 
plains of the great Quantities of all Sorts of Eaft- 
India Commodities, Silks, Tobacco, Wine, Spi- 
rits, Sc. imported by Stealth; which no Truſts, 
Oaths, Penalties, or number of Officers are ſuf- 
ficient Checks to prevent; if it is difficult to prevent 
this Sort of Traffick in Dublin, what Quantities 
muſt we ſuppoſe to be privately imported into 
the other Parts of the Kingdom, in a Compaſs 
of near 8-0 Miles in Circuit, abounding in Har- 
bours and Creeks, where neither the Number or 
Care of Officers can be ſufficient, to prevent theſe 
clandeſtine Conveyances? And tho' ſuch ſort of 


People 


*' Teas are not run ſo much now as formerly, owing to the 
taking off the high Duties of 1s. 5d$. a Pound on the Black 
Bohea Leas, and 1s. 2d. on the Greens, the Laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, ſo that now there remains but a light Duty of 
4d. on the Boheas and 6d. on the Greens, and tho* one would 
think the Revenue would be conſiderably leſſened, yet am in- 
formed it is rather raited by the Quantities of Teas entered, 
and the ſmall Duties being regularly paid 

I am ſuie the like Benefit would ariſe, if the high Duties on 
ſeveral other Articles were reduced, viz. In Spirits, Tobacco, 
c tor where-ever the Duties are conſiderably higher than the 
Iatrinſick Value of the Commodity, it is a ſtrong Temptation 
to run, and People . will Hazard the running, where 
the Duty is low and the Loſs great, by the Forfeiture of the 
Goods: Indeed the Duty would have riſen very conſiderably, 
if it was taken off only the Bohea Teas, which 
are moſt expoſed to running, for the Greens are too delicate, 
and great Riſk is run of damaging and ſpoiling them by run- 
ning, and it will be found upon a proper Enquiry, that the 
great Benefit of this Law, ariſes from the preventing the Run- 
ning of the Bohea Teas, but the chief Motive for it was to 
compliment the Eaft India Company, 
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People are, by a late Act of Parliament, depriy- 
ed of the Uſe of the Ile f. Man for carry ing on 
this Traffick, yet how eaſy is it to ſhift the Scene 
of this pernicious Dealing, when the Profit ſhall 
countervail all Hazards, as it always does. where 
the Duties are high? But whatever is the Yearly 
Ballance on our fide by Trade, yet all this falls 
very much ſhort of anſwering that immoderate 
and unprofitable Drain of Money, we labor un- 
der, to ſupport our Gentry, Abroad, whatever 
Gain we make in any Part of the World, is im- 
mediately carry'd off by this Flux, which, has 
already conſumed. the greateſt part of our Capi- 
tal Stock, as appears by that univerſal Face of 
Poverty amongſt the lower People that is ſpread 
over the Nation, 

I sHALL. cloſe this Head, with an 8 
which may paſs for a Political Axiom, that. one of 
the ' greateſt Exils which can beſal any Country, 
is to have the Gentlemen of Eſtate and Employ- 
ment deſert. it, and {| pend the Profit thereof 
Abroad. | | 

Unvzx the Second Head, I ſhall take Notice 
of the Countries we trade with, to moſt Adyan- 
tage or Diſadvantage. 

BeForE I enter upon this Head, I muſt. beg 
Leave to mention the Reaſons. that induced me 
to give the Publick the two Tables of the Ab- 
ſtracts, of Part of the Exports and Imports for 
the Years, ending the 25th of March, 1764, and 
1965, as returned to Parliament the laſt Seſlion, 
from the Examinators Office of the Cuſtom-Houſe, 
tho I cannot help ſaying they would be much 
more vietul if the Returns gave us the Value of 
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the Totals of each Commodity exported and im- 
rted: by theſe Tables you will ſee at one 
View, not only the particular Countries we trade 
with, but each particular Commodity we export 
to them, and import from them; what Branches 
of Trade are beneficial, and what prejudicial to 
us, and the Countries we deal with for each; 
what Countries take from us our Commodities 
and Manufactures in greateſt Abundance, and 
higheſt worked up and manufactured; whether 
we may not upon ſuch a View of ſo many of our 
Commodities and Manufactures, ſome exported 
quite raw, totally unmanufactured, and very many 
not half manufactured, to the great Benefit of the 
Countries we export them to, and our great Loſs 
and Diſhonour; whether, I ſay, we may not there- 
by ſtir up ſome Spirit and Induſtry amongſt our 
Merchants and Manufacturers, when the Benefit 
and Profit muſt be apparently ſo great: By theſe 
Tables it appears, many of our Exports may be 
encreafed to our great Benefit, and many of our 
Imports entirely prevented, at leaſt much leſſened 
and diminiſhed ;' but above all, the People of 
Great-Britain will ſee how many great and valua- 
ble Articles in Trade, Merchandize, and Manu- 
factures we ſend them, that they work up and 
manufacture to the higheſt Perfection, and obtain 
great Gain thereby, and ſend them Abroad ſo ma- 
nufactured, and even ſome of them back again 
to ourſelves ; and we ſee thereby many more Ar- 
ticles that we take from 'them, not only of their 
own Produce and Manufactures, but that they 
obtain by their Trade and Commerce with other 
Countries, and by which they have great Emo- 

luments and Benefit; by all theſe Articles, _ 
| b the 
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1 
the conſtant Drain of our Abſentees, I am very 
ſure Great-Britain gains by Ireland above Two 
Million and a half Yearly*®. 

IT woULD not by any Means be d to 
repine at, or envy the People of Britain, the great 
Benefit that accrues to them by Ireland, or be the 
Means of ſtirring up any Jealouſy in the People of 
Ireland; there is no Man on Earth has a greater 
Reſpect and Regard for the preſent Royal Family 
than J have, under whom alone, I am certain this 
Country as well as Great- Britain can only be happy 
and free, nor has a higher Senſe of the Benefits 
Ireland has formerly received, and now enjoys by 
the Protection of England, a Protection and Sup- 
port, which has in Limes paſt coſt her a great deal 
of Blood and Treaſure. 

Bur I ſhould hope from theſe Conſiderations, 
the Legiſlature and People of Great-Bartain would 
think we deſerve the Favour of having our Trade 
in ſome Meaſure enlarged, and the Indulgence of 
permitting us a free Exportation of ſome of our 
coarſe and low priced Woollen Goods, and the 
more ſo as they have been in a great Meaſure beat 
out of that Trade by other Countries; which Iam 
ſure if they would coolly and diſpaſſionately conſi- 
der, muſt in the End turn out inſtead of an Injury, 
a great Advantage to them; as what ever Profit or 
Riches may accrue to Treland thereby, would moſt 
certainly at long Run center in England, either by 
Means of our Abſentees, or enabling us, in caſe of 
a War, the more effectually to aſſiſt Great-Britain. 

IND EED I was inclined to ſet forth in theſe Ta- 
bles the 1 and Imports for Ma Years end- 


ing 


9. „ Wbich would pay. t the latereſt of Slay two Million and 
a * 4 per Cent. 
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ing the 25th of March 1766 and 1967, but 1 
found there was very little Infight or Occaſion for 
It, as they were pretty much the fame as the two 
former Years," except in the Articles of Wine and 
Spirits, which have greatly encreaſed, and all the 
Obſervations and Reaſoning would as juſtly hold, 
and may be made on the two former Years. 
- Beeore I enter further upon this Head, of the 
Countries we trade with to molt Advantage or 
Diſadvantage ; WD | 
ISRnALL lay down the following Rules, as a 
Foundation to judge by : 1 
FIRST, That is the moſt advantageous Trade, 
which takes off the greateſt Quantity of the Pro- 
duce of a Country, and eſpecially of its Manufac- 
tures, and which imports feweft Commodities, and 
thoſe capable of farther Improvement; in which 
Caſe there will be the greateſt Return in Specie to 
make up the Ballance. 
sx cox p, On the. contrary, that is the moſt diſ- 
advantageous Trade, which takes off the ſmalleſt 
Quantity of the Produce of a Country, and that 
un manufactured, and in Return imports the great- 
eſt Quantities of Commodities for Luxury, and 
fully wrought up, in which Cafe the Imports will 
molt exceed the Exports in Value. 6 
Acco xi to this Rule, we ſhall find the Trade 
of England of great Importance to us, ſince it 
takes of upwards of C 1, 650, oo0, which is nearly 
equal to two Thirds of all our Exports, and amongit 
the reſt the grèateſt Part of our Linen Manu- 
faclur e. og, an! 
Bur at the ſame time we muſt obſerve; that it 
falls under the ſecond Rule of being diſadvan- 
tageo s to us, in taking from us many Commo- 
dities quite raw and unmanufactured, and others 
F'=7 mor 
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not near half worked, to that Height or Pitch they 
do, and we might bring them to, to their great 
Profit and Advantage, and our Loſs, viz. Raw 
Wool, untann'd Hides 33, 600, Tallow 388, oco Ct. 
Linen Yarn 31,915 Ct. Woollen Yarn 13, 450 
Stones, and Worſted 1 49,900 Stones *, and many 
other Articles, and again we take off ſeveral of 
their Commodities, either in Luxury, or that we 
could manufacture ourſelves. 

As Beer and Ale, near 30,000 Barrels, Bottles 
44,000 Dozen, Coals, if we confider the Quantities 
imported in Creeks and Havens not entered in the 
Cuftom-Houſe, upwards of 230,000 Tuns, Barley 
48,000 Barrels, large Quantities of new and old 
Drapiery, great Quantities of Earthen Ware, and 
to our Shame above 23,000 Barrels of Herrings, 
two thirds of which come from England, and one 
from Holland, near 30,000. Yards of Bone Lace, 
upwards of 180,000 Yards of Kentings, 9oo, ooo 
Yards of Muſlin, above 18,000 of Linen, Cotton, 
and Silk, Britiſb Manufacture t, Silk Manufac- 

tures, and ſeveral Articles of Tobacco, Sugar, Rum, 
and Eaſt-India Goods to a great Amount. 

Oux Trade to Spain, Portugal, and the Medi- 
terranean is very beneficial to us, as they take from 
us many Articles of the Produce of our own Coun- 
try, and otherwiſe manufactured, and in Return 
we have large Remittances in Specie; for Inſtance; 
we ſend to Spain great Quantities of Butter, Salmon, 
upwards of 98,000 tann'd Hides, ſome Pork, up- 
wards of 10,000 Pair of Shoes; indeed we have 


* Our Exports in theſe Articles are every Day encreaſing. 
7 Theſe Articles are every Day encreaſing upon us, though - 


Goat Pains have been taken to provide ourſelves with moſt of 
em. 
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from them Wine, Juice of Liquoriſh, a great 
Quantity of which we could raiſe here. | 

Holland and Flanders take from us ſome But- 
ter untann'd Hides, and upwards of 2200 Quar- 
ters of Rape-ſeed, ſome Tallow ; and ſend us 1 

n 7 


wards of 30, ooo Gallons of Lintſeed Oil, Li 


Paper, ſome Rum, Earthen-Ware, Herrings, Flax, 
and a great Quantity of Cambrick *, for though 


We 


* Since the former Editions of this Treatiſe, the French and 
Flanders Cambricks, and all others except of the Manufactures 
of Great Britain, have been by Act of Parliament totally 
prohibited with an Intent to encourage this Manufacture in 
Ireland; but particularly in Scotland: And alſo the Con- 
ſumption of Kentings, which are made there and imported 
here in great Quantities, and are a Subſtitute for Cambricks. 

Indeed it is very doubtful if this Prohibition is of Benefit 
to Ireland, for though there are about 2000 Looms employed 
in that Manufacture, yet it is but in its Infancy; and wants 

eatly to be encouraged : And the former Duty on Foreign 

-ambricks, amounting to about (i 200 a Year, was applied by 
the Dundalk Cambrick Company very ſucceſsfully to that Pur- 
poſe, which Benefit, the Manufacture is now totally deprived 


of, and that Company in Danger of loſing 12 or 15 per Cent, 


of their Capital. A Company that deſerves very well of the 
Publick as they at great Expence and Loſs to themſelves, 


and at much Pains and Trouble for a long Courſe of Years, 


have in a great Meaſure eſtabliſhed that Manufacture in this 
Country, 2 

Another Reaſon why the Benefit to this Country of that 
Prohibition is doubtful, immenſe Quantities of Cambrick are 
thrown into, not only England, but- Ireland, from Scotland ; 
much more than in the Opinion of many knowing People, 


can be manufactured in that Country, eſpecially as it is not 


very many Years fince it was introduced there, indeed, 
it is faid, they do not depend upon their own Country for 
Cambrick Yarn, but import great Quantities from France, 
though the Exportation there is prohibited under very ſevere 
Penalties : And even allowing them this Aſſiſtance, which is 
certainly very great, and it is to be wondered at, why our 
| ; People 
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we have exported in one Vear upwards of 10, ooo 
Yards of our own Manufacture, yet we have the 
ſame Year imported upwards of. 1 36,000 Yards of 
that ſame Commodity, ſome from England, but 
chiefly from Holland, which ſhew how far that Ma- 
nufacture falls ſhort of our own Conſumption ; ſo 


People do not do the fame 1 as I have heard much of 
the Want of good Cambrick Thread, it is thought great 
Quantities of Cambricks are imported by Stealth, and run 
into Scotland from France, ſome unbleached, and whitened 
after in Scotland: And thereby, not only the National Reve- 
nue and the former Aſſiſtance given the Cambrick Manufacture 
here are hurt, but they can underſel the Cambrick Manu- 
facturers here, as they pay no Duty to the Ruin of that 
Manufacture; and as a further Evidence of the Running of 
theſe Goods: It is ſaid no Foreign Cambricks are better or 
nicer made up, which Beginners could not do. | 

Though great Pains have been taken by the Revenue 
Officers to prevent the Importation here of Cambricks, other 
than the ManufaQures of Great- Britain by Oaths and ſtrict En- 
quiries ; yet ſtill the Wiſdom of Parliament is wanting to be 
exerted to prevent this pernicious Practice, which muſt end 
if not ſtopt in Time in the Ruin of that Manufacture here. 

To the Credit and Honour of the Scotch, it muſt be owned 
they take great Pains, and have been at conſiderable Expence to 
bring over ſome very able Manufacturers in the Cambrick 
2 from France; and give them great Encouragement, and 
theſe People have improved the Manufacture greatly of late 
Vears, and have introduced not only the Methods made uſe of 
there in carrying on the Manufacture, but of improving their 
Yarn, and the Staple of their Flax by various Ways. In Order 
to make their Flax finer, and grow very high without the 
Danger of being lodged and thereby prejudiced : They make 
a Kind of Coarſe Frame Work of Wood, about one Foot 
from the Ground where the Flax is ſown, and lay over the 
Frame Buſhes and Bruſh-Wood very thin, through which the 
Flax very freely grows like Peas that-are ſtuck : And they do 
noViteep their Flax in Bog-Holes and Bog Water as we do, 
bu&dig Pitts where clear Water is, and have a Means of 
letting frequently out the foul and in the freſh Water to the 
Flax, and they do not hackle their Flax as we do, by which it 
is broke and cut, but do it with a Bruſh, 
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that upon the Whole, it's difficult to ſay how the 
Balance ſtands with reſpe& to our Trade to Hol- 
land and Flanders, but it is clear we could manu- 
facture higher ſome of our Exports to that Coun- 
try, and manufacture ourſelves moſt of the Im- 
ports; ſo that in this Light we may judge it to be 
a diſadvantageous Trade to us. 5 

Wr ſend to Hamburgh, Norway, and the Baltick, 
but very few Articles; and we have many Things 
from thence, principally Deal Boards, Timber of 
all Sorts, Iron, near 24,000 Hundred of undreſſed 
Hemp, and ſeveral other Articles of Naval Stores, 
which we cannot be without, or ſupply ourſelves 
_ cheaper elſewhere; here we muſt be content with 
the Balance of Trade being againſt us, as we have 
an Advantage by another Way. 

Our Trade to France is extenſive; we ſend them 
Beef, (but not fo much as we did formerly, for our 
own Plantations take from us now the greateſt 
Quantity, which is conſidered as a very happy Cir- 
cumſtance) untann'd Hides, and ſome other Ar- 
ticles; but we take from thence, immenſe Quan- 
tities of Wines and Brandy, and if we make Al- 
lowance for great Quantities of Spirits, Silk Ma- 
nufacture, and ſome other expenſive Articles clan- 
deſtinely imported from thence, we ſhall find, I am 
ſure, a conſiderable Balance againſt us, as appears 
plainly from a conſtant Courſe of Exchange in 
Favour of France. | : 

Many are of an Opinion, that the French Trade 
is very detrimental to this Country : 1ſt. Becauſe 
our Importations from thence confiſts principally of 
Wine and — which are Materials for Luxu- 
ry, and not for Uſe : 2dly, Becauſe the French will 
take no Manufacture from us, not even a tann'd 
Hide, nor any other Produce of our Country, 5 
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what is uſeful for their Manufactures at Home, or 


neceſſary for the Support of their American Plan- 


tations Abroad; indeed there is great Truth in 
thele Obſervations, and more ſo now than former- 
ly; for it appears by the Cuſtom-Houſe Books ſome 
Time ago, they took great Quantities of Butter 
and Tallow from us, now very little, and leſs Beef 
than formerly; hut we ſhould conſider we have 
been long uſed to the drinking their Wines, and 


in all Likelihood will not fail to continue the Uſe 
of them, eſpecially as the Por/ugueſe have treated 
us ſo very ill lately in many Particulars, that we 


cannot have Wines ſo cheap from other Countries, 


1 that the Duty laid thereon, is a great Support 
t 


o our Eſtabliſhment; it could be wiſhed indeed, 
that proper Repreſentations were made to the 
French, that we ſhew them great Favour in this 


Particular, and that inſtead of raiſing the Price of 


Wine upon us, as they have done of late Years, 
they ſhould rather lower it. | 

Tu Trade to the Plantations is a new one, and 
ought greatly to be encouraged, and if we were 
permitted to trade directly there, it would be 
much more advantageous to us, and in the End I 
am certain to Great-8r2tatn, for the Delay and Ex- 
pence of being obliged to touch in ſome Part of * 
Great. Britain, upon many Occaſions is very great; 
they take from us now- a great Quantity of our 
Beef, Butter, Pork, Linen, and other Articles; 
we get from them, through Grea!-Bi##tain, To- 


- 


| bacco, Sugars, Rum to a great Amount, and 


* The People of Tchad, are the rather emboldened to 
hope for ſuch a Permiſſion, as they have been for many Years 
laft paſt, and are likely to be for the Future at a very conſide- 
rable Expence in paying Troops for the Defence” of the Plan- 
mtions, 
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many Particulars mentioned in the above Tables; 
in Truth this Trade is greatly beneficial to us, not 
only as it takes off a great Share of the Produce 
of our Country, which formerly in a great Mea- 
ſure we were obliged to the Courteſy of France for, 
but it adds greatly by the Shipping made uſe of in 
it to the Naval Strength of Great- Britain. 
3dly, I ſhall now conſider the great Benefit 
which accrues to England by the Trade of Ireland, 
and how much it is its Intereſt to encourage it, 
which I ſhall endeavour to make appear in theſe 
Particulars. 

iſt, IT appears from the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, 
that the Value of our Importations from all Coun- 
tries at a Medium, yearly for the laſt Seven Years, 
ending the 25th of March, 1766, amounts to 
1,936, 58 7l. 8s. 4d. and that the Imports from 
Great-Britain alone, amount to 1, 346, 4321. 0s. 64. 
which is near three Parts in four of our whole Im- 
ports, and they conſiſt chiefly of Woollen and 
Silken Manufactures, Coffee, Tea, Callicoes, Muſ- 
lins, Tobacco, Rum, Sugar, Coals, Hops, Bark, 
Iron-Ware, and Glaſs-Ware, and Beer, Sc. all 
which are Commodities worked up to the Height: 
And I believe that upon Examination, it will be 
found that we take off a much greater Quantity 
of the ſeveral Manufactures of England, except 
their Woollen, than any other Country in Europe. 
2dly, WREREAS, tis commonly judged, that 
the Importation of Foreign Goods is a Loſs to the 
Nation that receives them ; ſince otherwiſe Bullion 
would be returned in Lien thereof ; we ſhall find 
on the contrary, that England receives a vaſt Bene- 
fit by moſt of the Goods we ſend them, as ap- - 
ars by wha has been ſaid above, and that Bene- 
fit would otherwiſe accrue to /reland, and this 
| more 
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more particularly in the Wool, Woollen-Yarn, 
and Worſteds, and alſo in the Raw Hides, Tal- 
low, and Linen-Varn. 

2dly, Ir has been ſaid before, that not above 
one Sixth of the Tunnage of Shipping employed 
yearly in the Trade of Ireland, belonged to the 
Iriſþ, the other Five to the Engliſh and Scotch ; 
and a very conſiderable Profit ariſes on this Article, 
many compute between 6 and £800,000, yearly. 

4thly, To all theſe Advantages, we are to add 
the greateſt of all, which ariſes from our Lords 


and Gentlemen of Eſtates and Employments, liv-- 


ing and ſpending their Incomes Abroad, to the 

Value of upwards of a Million yearly, whereof 
the greateſt Part is conſumed in England, and may 
be reckoned as ſo much clear Gain to it, without 
the leaft Value returned for the ſame. 

Tuis plainly appears from the Liſt of Abſentees, 
hereunto prefixed, wherein the Names of the Per- 
ſons, and the yearly Value of their Eſtates, Em- 
ployments, and Penſions ſpent Abroad, are parti- 
cularly mentioned ; and for this Reaſon, becauſe it 
would be impoſſible to convince the World, that 


ſo much of our Subſtance is carried off by this 


Channel, by any other Method, than by pointing 
out the Perſons to whom, and the Eftates from 
whence thoſe Drains are made ; but now. every 
one, on examining the Particulars contained in the 
ſaid Liſt, which have been collected with great 
Pains into one View, may ſatisfy himſelf, whether 
they are truly ſet forth or not; tis but enquiring 
whether ſuch and ſuch Perſons do not generally 


live Abroad, or were out of the Kingdom, at the 


Time mentioned ; and whether they have not 
Eſtates of Employments to the Value ſet forth, 
and ſpend the ſame Abroad; and Iam confident, 


that 
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that though in ſome few Particulars, I might be 
miſinformed, and over-rate ſome Articles, yet it 
will be found, that I have under-rated others much 
more, having it always in my Intention, to be ra- 
ther under, than over, and that I have omitted 
feveral, which will occur upon reading, to every 
one's Obſervation, and that upon the Whole, thoſe 
Drains we labour under, are much more than J 
have eſtimated them. 

AnD notwithſtanding Ireland has parted with 
all its Subſtance, and reduced itſelf to the greateſt 
Poverty, to enrich England yet there are ſome 
Engliſhmen, who being ignorant of the Cauſe of 
Ireland, and of the Advantages it brings to them, 
upon all Occaſions repreſent us, as having Intereſts 
incompatible with them, and carrying on Trades, 
deſtructive to the Engliſb Commerce, whereas tis 


evident to all, conſidering impartial Perſons, that 


there is no Country in Europe that brings ſo much 
Profit to another, as Ireland does to England, and 
therefore it is the real Intereſt and Policy of Eng- 
land to.cheriſh, and encourage this her youngeſt 
Siſter, all whoſe Acquiſitions are ſure to flow into 
her Boſom, for though our People were more fully 
employed, and our Exports enlarged, though our 
Gains from other Nations by a greater Liberty of 
Trade ſhould be much more confiderable than 
they are, yet we ſhould not thereby be one Jot 
the richer, ſince no Part of this Wealth would 
ſtay . with us, but would run off in the great 
Drain of Remittances to our Abſentees to enrich 
England. + ez 

Tus neceſſary and luxurious Importations of 
England are exceſſive. = RS tcp): 
Ir moſt Part of the Bullion, which England 
gains from Spain and Portugal, is ſent away fo ” 
; I alt- 


. 


L 5s J 
Eaſi· Indies, and not to anſwer the Ballances that 


lie againſt it in the Northern Trades, and the De- 
mands alſo of Foreigners, who have great Shares 


ia the public Funds, as many imagine to be the 


Caſe, it will need other Reſources and Means to 


encreaſe its Wealth: Theſe are furniſhed to it 


from thoſe Countries which depend apon it, 
namely, the Plantations and Ireland; the Planta- 


tions enrich it by their Commodities, Which are 


re-exported to other Countries, and Irland, by 
its continual Remittances in Money. 
Our Caſe is much the ſame with the Nantati- 


ons; the Produce and Profit of all our Labour if- 


ſues conſtantly to the People of England; and 
therefore it is its Intereſt to give the People of 
ſreland full Employment, to encourage their In- 


duſtry in every Branch of Trade, and not ftop 


any Inlet through which Treaſure may come into 
it, ſince every Acquilition and Profit that we can 
make, will at laſt center among them: If they 
would look upon us with the ſame Favour, and 
in the ſame Light, as they ought to do their Plan- 
tations, they would juſtly reckon us a main Foun- 
dation of their Wealth, and think it not conliſtent 
with their Intereſt to cramp our Induſtry, or ren- 
der our Labour trifling and inſignificant. 8 
Uro a candid and fair Enquiry and Reaſoning 


it will be found, that there is no Trade or Manu- 


facture that England is poſſeſſed of, but it is for 
its Advantage to let the People of Ireland into the 
full Enjoyment of it; not excepting the Woollen 
Manufacture, the principal Foundation of all their 
Trade, and which they are ſo jealous of, and va- 
Jue at fo high a Rate. 8 
Tus Aſſertion may ſeem a ſtrange Paradox to 
ſeveral Perſons, but I think may be ſupported with 
many 
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many good Reaſons; but I ſhall firſt take Notice 


of, and examine the Grounds of thoſe Complaints, 
which are frequently raiſed by ſome in England, 


of the Tranſportation of great Quantities of Wool, 
and Woollen Manufacture, from Ireland to France, 
Spain and Portugal, to the great Prejudice of their 
Woollen Trade, by the Sale of 1rifþ Stuffs, or 
French Manufacture made of Iriſþ Wool; and as 
a Proof of this it is urged, that the Quantity of 
Wool tranſported from hence to England is much 
diminiſhed of late Years, and therefore they con- 
clude, that all the Wool that is wanting to make 
up the former Quantities, 1s run to France. 

In anſwer to this'it muſt be owned, that there 


is not ſo great a Quantity of Wool exported to 


England of late Years, as uſed to be; but this Di- 
minution is eaſily accounted for, and it is not 
owing to the Running of Weol, but ariſes princi- 


pally. from the following Cauſes: 


Firſt, That in the North of Ireland there are 
hardly any Sheep now to be found, ſince the Inha- 
bitants are grown very numerous, and have ap- 
plied themſelves principally to the Linen Manu- 
factures, and ſowing of Corn for their Subſiſtence; 
ſo that they are forced to ſupply themſelves with 
Wool and Mutton from other Provinces. _ 

. Secondly, In other Parts of the Kingdom, th 
Farmers finding that Wool lay under a great Diſ- 
couragement, and could not afford a Profit an- 


ſwerable to the high Price of Lands, have gene- 


rally leſſened their Flocks of Sheep, and employ- 
ed their Lands to other Uſes, which turn to a 


better Account, ſuch as feeding Black Cattle, 


keeping Dairies, plowing for Corn, Rape, Hemp 
and Flax, Sc. for which they find a ready 3 
et 


[4 
ket Abroad ; whereas they are not allowed at all 
to export their Wool manufactured. 


Thirdly, We are further to conſider, that the 
People of Ireland are much encreaſed in Numbers, 
and are fallen into a greater Wear and Uſe of 
their own Manufactures, and, conſequently, muſt 
conſume a greater Quantity of their Wool. 

We ſee this Diminution might have happened, 
though we ſhould not have run one Stone of 
Wool,” and it is likely this Diminution will ſtill 
encreaſe ; for what Motive can we have to deal 
in a Commodity which we are not allowed to ex- 
port or manufacture to Advantage, and only to 
make ourſelves Shepherds for England? This 
Cauſe of Complaint is like to fall ſoon to the 
Ground, ſince we find it our Intereſt to leſſen our 
Number of Sheep, and to keep no more of them 
than are neceſſary for our own Conſumprion, and 
then probably we ſhall be courted to return to our 
Flocks again, | | Ne Great gn 

Ir cannot be denied, that ſome Wool and 
Stuffs are run out of the Kingdom, and it is im- 
poſſible altogether to prevent it in ſuch a wide ex- 
tended Coaſt, full of Creeks, notwithſtanding the 
Vigilance and Care of the Officers, who are per- 
haps the ſtricteſt in the Execution of this Part 
of their Office, of any in Europe; and we fee 
that in England, all their Laws and Endea- 
vours cannot prevent this miſchieyous Traffick. 
It is remarkable, that one of our Merchants ha- 
ving obſerved many Packs of Wool landed in the 
Weſt of England from Ireland, ſoon after ſaw the 
ſame Packs landed in one of the Ports of France, 
where he happened to come, and knew them by 
their Marks: And upon Enquiry made in the 

| H Ports 
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Ports of France, it was found, that a greater 
Quantity of Wool was imported thither from 
England than from Jreland. 

Ir any Woollen Manufacture is clandeſtinely 
carried from hence to Portugal or Spain, (for 
France will take nothing but Wool) the Quantity 
cannot be great; the Hazards on Exportation are 
ſo many, and Forfeitures ſo great, that it is hard- 
ly worth any one's while to venture; and as ſuch 
Exporters are poor, they muſt ſell for what they 
can get; and perhaps their ſelling their Goods at 
a low Rate, though in a ſmall Quantity, has gi- 
ven the greateſt Offence; and for that Reaſon, 
the French and Dutch will be as ready to join in 
the Outcry as the Engliſb. | 
Ie the French, or any other Foreigners, ſhould 
ſell all their Goods at the ſame Market Abroad, 
that England does, and remit all the Money 
ariſing from thence to Eng/and, to be ſpent there, 
will any Body ſay, that ſa much is not clear Gain 
to England, though. ſome of its Merchants may 
poſſibly ſuffer a little thereby, in the Sale of their 
Goods ? | | 

Tris is the very Caſe of Ireland, ſo much 
complained of; which leads me to make good my 
Aſſertion, that it is the Intereſt of England to 
leave the Woollen Trade free and open to the 
People of 1reland, 

Ir Ireland was the only Country, beſides Eng- 
land, which produced Wool, it would then be in 
the Power of England, and its Intereſts by Re- 
ſtrictions laid upon us, to reſerve the whole Trade 
to themſelves; and we ſhould readily acquieſce, 
and ſubmit to thoſe Laws, however ſevere they 
may otherwiſe be thought : But the Caſe is much 
\ otherwiſe ; Spain produces great Quantities 5 29 
5 eee 


( 
Wool, and all the other Parts of Europe, raiſe a 
great Deal of the coarſe, and a conſiderable Par- 
cel of the fine Sort; ſo that they do not want 
Materials for Woollen Manufacture. Stopping 
the Door upon Ireland, has only ſer ved to open 
and enlarge that Trade in foreign Countries, by 
driving great Numbers of our Weavers to France, 
and other Places, where they have ſet up the 
ſame Trade, and thereby have done England 
much more Injury, than if they had ſta 6d at 


Home, and were allowed to en their, Voollen 


Manufactures. 

| . We find by, ſad ers, that "Wt the Re- 
volution, the French, Dutch and Germans, have 
encouraged and cultivated their Woollen Manu- 
factures to a great Height, and ſtill go on in im- 
proving the ſame; and by the Cheapneſs of La- 


bour and Proyiſious, are able to, underſel the e 


| 

4 

| 

] already in their own and foreign, Markets. L 

ö French have thereby i in a great Meaſure engroſſed 
r 


the Woollen Trade; in Turkey and the Mediterra- 


nean, which was. formerly carried on by the En- 
1 zliſh ; and many Provinces in Germam now ſup- 
FE: ply themſelves with. their own Manufactures, 
0 which they likewiſe. had formerly from England. 
e 


We find alſo that the Spaniards Have, either out 
of Revenge or Policy, proſecuted the Woollen 


Trade with ſuch Vigour, that they now cloath 
n their Armies with their own Manufactures, and 
: m Imitation of the Court, the Nobility and better 


ye which u to be the common Wear o 


guntry, is not 2W, made Lferof there. I this 
Humour Boes ee dne ech may in Time 
a tee ech of Hes T Dc i Probibir 
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Sort are cloathed / the ſame. Way; and that En Eng! ih 
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Prohiba the Exportation of their Wool, the prin- 

cipal Ingredient of the fine Drapery of Englund. 
"This is a very difagreeable Scene of Affairs, 
which ſhould infpire the Engliſs with Reſolutions 
of taking other Meafures to mend their Condition. 
They ſee the French, Dateb, and others, have ri- 
valled, and even wormed them out of a great Part 
of their Woollen Trade; and they are in Danger 
of being driven out of the beſt Part of what re- 
mains, unlefs ſome he Courſe be taken to rettieve 
their Woollen Trade, which can be done no other 
Way, than by being able to ſell as cheap as the 
. French and Dutch' in 2 — for it is a 
Maxim which always that he com- 
majids the Market, who ein del nd cheapeſt ; 
this is what/the Engiiſb cannot do of themſelves, 
conſidering the high'Price of Labour, Taxes, abe 
Matiner of Living in England, which lie heavy on 
their Manufactures, and make them come dearer 
to any foreign Market, than thoſe of other Coun! 
tries which fal them; but if they ſhould think 

r to employ the People of Ireland, in maki 
any Part of their Woollen Manufactures, and eſ- 
ially fuch Sorts öf them as they are tivalled in 
by "others, they would ſoon be liable to drive the 
enth and Ditch” out of any Braneſi of foreig n | 
Trade, by ſelling'a ep and better | 

ties than they. h ODE. 
Au this r hure Nest Au behere would de 
the Caſe, conſidering that the Price of Labour and 
Proyifions in Freland'is very low, and that the 
Poſe are induſtrious, and live and cheap, 
and have little Taxes on | their Conſumptions. 
There is no Way left fo the People of England to 
recover any loſt Trade, bat by the ſame u 
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and Means whereby others got it fram them, 


which is, by ſelling, cheaper than their Neigh- 
bours; nor is there any Courle left to brigg that 


about, but by taking in the Aſſiſtance of the Peo- 


ple of {reland, and employing their Hands in ſuch 


Manner, and ſuch Work, as they ſhall find moſt 
convenient. _ | 


le, for Inſtance, the Merchants and Peale of 
Eupland, either on , Commiſſion . or otherwiſe, 
would employ the Iriſ in making up Woollen 
Goods of various Kinds and get a Permiſſion to 
ſend them ſo. manufactured to England, in order 


to be exported Abroad, by this Means, the Iriſh 


Wool would be worked up, and not ſent Abroad 
raw; the poor People would be employed, and 
the Engliſh Merchant would gain a conſiderable 
Profit at the foreign Market, or, if the Turkey 
Merchants were allowed to work up in lreland; 
ſuch Sort of Goods as the French: ſell in Turkey, 
and 40 export them directly thither, and could, 
by underſelling the French, diſpoſe of a much 
greater Quantity of ſuch Goods, than they do at 
preſent, would not this be apparently for the Be- 


nefit of England? The greateſt Part of the Profit 
would 2 to the Engliſp Merchants, and the 


poor {rib Manufacturer, would be only employ- 
ed in the malt laborious and leaſt gainful Part of 
the Work, and thereby get a bare Livelihood. le 
is the. Engliſb Merchants, who have Stocks of Mo- 
ney, and could employ: the poor People of 4re- 
land, that would have the Benefit of their Labour; 
and if the Iriſb ſhould themſelves gain a little by 


this Working, and being inſtrumental in encrea- 
ling their Wealth, even that little would not ſtay | 


with us, but be carried off, as all our Wealth is, 
to maintain our Abſentees in England. 5 


F 62 J 
Ir under the preſent Diſcouragements, Hazards 

and Forfeitures, ſome of our People will venture 

to carry ſome Woollen Goods to Por/ugal and 
Spain, and be able to underſel all others there, 
for which, no Doubt, the French and Dutch are 


as much ſet againſt us on this Account, as ſome 
Enzliſh ; this ſhews to a Demonſtration, that the 


could be able to underſel all others, and drive 
them out of foreign Markets; in obtaining which 
Advantage, and keeping it afterwards, they may 
have full Employment for their own People, as 
well as the People of Ireland; and it is certainly 
more for the Advantage of England, that 'the 
_- People of Ireland ſhould have a Share in this 
Trade, than that Foreigners ſhould run away with 
it, ſince every Addition to our Wealth, will en- 
large our Remittances to England. 10 55 
Wx do not in the leaſt imagine or expect, that 
the People of England will come into any Indul- 
gence of this Kind, for our Sakes alone, but, if 
it is apparently for the Advantage of England, it 
is to be preſumed, they will not be blind to their 


Means, for encreaſing the Trade or Riches of 
their Kingdom, though they may ſeemingly inter- 


Traders. I am perſuaded, that a proper Ute of 
| the Labour and Induſtry of the People of Ireland, 
IK is the beſt and ſureſt Fund to encreaſe the Wealth 


of England. © 


= Fourthly, I ſhall now offer ſome Hints, and Pro- 
| poſals, for the Improvement and Regulation of 
| gur Trade. B62, 01) e e hie, 


Bur 


own Intereſt, or neglect any Expedients, or 


Engliſh, by the Help of Iriſb Labour and Induſtry, 


* 


fere with the Intereſt of particular Companies, or 


„ 


- BuT am forced to premiſe what J have to ſay, 
with this melanchaly Reflection, that as long as 
this waſteful Export of our Treaſure continues, 
and carries off every Acquiſition we can make, 
it will be in vain to offer any Expedients for en- 
creaſing our Manufactures, leſſening our Imports, 
or improving our Trade; for, every Inlet of 
Wealth we can make, will be too little to feed 
and ſatisfy this devouring Drain, which will ever 
keep us poor and miſerable. 

Ir muſt very much affect every one who wiſhes 
well to this Country, to conſider that all our Toil 
and Labour can avail us nothing, and will only 
ſerve to continue that Evil upon us, which is the 
Cauſe of all our Poverty : For, poor we muſt ever 
be, ſo long as all the Advantages we can make 
by our Induſtry and Trade, fall ſo much ſhort of 
our Remittances Abroad. If we muſt be always 


poor, it is better to enjoy Poverty with Eaſe, than 


to ſweat and toil without any Hopes of mending 
our Condition, and without any other Effect than 
that of ſupporting the Vanity of our People 
Abroad, who treat their Country with Contempt, 
and ruin it without Remorſe. 

But, as I am not without Hopes that ſome 
Meaſures will be thought of, and ſoon put in Ex- 
ecution, that may in ſome Degree remove our 
preſent Grievances, and go to the Bottom of the 
Evil; I ſhall, on that Account, humbly offer ſome 
Hints, which may be improved to good Purpoſes, 
by others of greater Abilities, or may put them 
on thinking on better Ways and Means of ſerving 

their County. 


Firſt, 
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_ "regulate and ſettle all 


: „ 

Firft, The Linen Manufacture“, I may truly 
fay, is the Staple of Ireland, without which it 
could not fubſatt : It is the Source of almoſt all 
the Wealth and Riches we have. This Manu- 
ſacture has encreaſed greatly of late Years, and 


has extended itſelf to moſt parts of the Kingdom; 


and notwithſtanding there is ſtill great Room fer 
further Improvement and Extenſion, from the 
great Demand there is for the low Price.of Linens, 
under 18d. a Yard, for America and other Coun- 


One of the greateſt Obſtructions to the Benefits and En- 
creaſe of the Manufactures of Ireland, is the frequent Riots 
and Combinations amongſt the Manufacturers, it would be 
highly becoming the Wiſdom of Parliament, to endeavour to 
find out fome Scheme or Method, to prevent them. Many 
worthy Men think an Army neceſſary in Ireland, even on this 

Account. : | \ 

It is a Diſeredit, and the Peace and Happineſs of the Coun- 
try are too often diſturbed by them. I ain afraid there is not 
always a proper Attention and Proportion kept up as to the 
Prices and Profits on ManufaQtures, between the Maſter Ma- 
nufacturets and the Journeymen. | a 

In England I am told the Legiſlature have thought proper 
to fix, by Act of Parliament, the Prices and Wages to be paid 
by the Maſters to the Jonrneymen ; and they are highly pu- 
niſhable, if one gives or the other receives more than are there 
mentioned. Perhaps ſome Regulation of this Kind would be 
uſeful, and as the Price of Proviſions may make an Alteration 


neceſſary, and our Pailiament firs but every, ſecond Year, it 


may be prudent to lodge a Power ſome where, to vary the 
Prices and Wages, as Circumſtances occur, Suppoſe the Maſ- 
ters were to appoint fix Men by Ballot, and the Journeymen 
likewile fix, and theſe twelve, together with the three ſenior 
Magiſtrates that ſhall attend, of Cities, or Towns Corporate, 
or Counties, were empowered to examine into theſe Matters, 
and that they or the Majority of them were finally to regulate 
and ſettle them. Or if the Legiſlature thought it not conve- 


vient to go through ſuch an AR of Parliament, they might 


paſs an Act r ers Juriſdiction, and they finally, to 
uch Matters. | 


tries 
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tries, and we are much obliged to England for the 
14d. a Yard Bounty on the Exportation from 


thence; and with reſpect to the Hempen Mann- 


facture, we have made very little Progreſs in 
that, though there are very few Countries better 


qualified for carrying it on. The Cambrick Ma- 


nufacture has encreaſed greatly of late Years, yet it 
falls far ſnort of ſupplying our Home Conſumption 
in the Article of clear Cambricks; yet I have 
been told that there are upwards of one thouſand 
five hundred Looms now at that Work in the 


North of Ireland. The Cambrick Company has 


great Merit with the Public, for they, at great 
Expenee and Attention to the Encouragement of 
that Buſineſs, brought over from Flanders a great 


many Manufacturers, whom they employed at 
Dundalk, by which, that Manufacture has greatly 


ſpread over all that Side of the Country; 'and 
now, private Perſons can carry on that Trade 


more extenſive and to greater Advantage than the 
Company; but this is entirely owing to the En- 


light and Encouragement given by them, who, 


notwithſtanding the Bounty given by Parliament, 


ſuffered greatly in their private Fortunes, and 
were almoſt broke by the Expence they were at, 


and the Loſſes they ſuſtained for many Tears, 
from want of Knowledge in the Manufacture, 


and the proper Method of diſpoſing of the Cam- 
brick. _ e 8 .! 

Ir would be a great Benefit to this Kingdom, 
if we could extend our Cambrick Manufacture in 
the Article of Clear Goods, which, as yet, we 
have not done, and it will take up fome Time to 


nurſe it up, to prevent the Importation of them 


from France; yet, till we can make ſufficient of 
theſe Goods it will be in the higheſt Degree im- 

1 prudent 
. 


IE 
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22 in us to take off any Part of the Duty on 


_ foreign Cambrick, as that Duty is a great Sup- 


port, not. only to the Linen Manufacture, but to 
the Cambrick alſo, and is the Means to encourage 
and enable us to extend the Cambrick in all its 
Branches, and without it, it muſt ſoon fall to the 
Ground, I find that Duty brings in about yooo!. 
yearly z three Parts in ſix, or one half, goes to the 
hereditary Revenue, two Parts are appropriated to 
the Linen Manufacture, and the remaining ſixth 
Part to the Cambrick. . 

_ Way ſhould not we endeavour to make Kent- 
ings, and encourage, by Premiums and Bounties, 
our Manufacturers to go into that Buſineſs? Sure 
our Country is as fit for it, as any other, and what 
a large Sum would we fave, by even preventing 
the Importation of at leaſt 189,000 Yards now 


* rted ? 11 25 

uE Premiums and Encouragement given by 
the Linen Board, have anſwered well, and been a 
great Spur and Incentive to the Increaſe and Ex- 
tenſion of the Linen Manufacture; it is to be 
hoped, it will be — to the Encourage- 
ment of thoſe Branches of it, we have ſo great a 
Demand for from our Plantations. Funds of this 
Kind are of great Public Utility to infant Manu- 
faQures and Trades, that require Inſtruction in 
the Beginning, and Encouragement to overcome 
the Difficulties and Loſſes which always attend the 


firſt Attempts, in every Invention and Trade. 


Il eannoTquit this Head, without taking Notice 
of the very great Importation of undreſſed Flax, in 
the Year. 1764, as appears by the Table, no leſs 
than 33870 C. Wr. in Value upwards of 1 34,600!. 
What a ſhameful Indolence and Neglect is this, 
in an Article of ſo great Importance, relative to 


our 


* 
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our Linen Manufacture; and that too, in a Coun- 
try, where it is well known Flax may be [raiſed 
in great Abundance, with only common Care and 
Induſtry? What a Hazard, what a Riſk: do we 
run, to depend upon any Country whatſoever, for 
the Primum of a Manufacture of fo much Impor- 
tance to the Nation ? 

Ov Soil and Country, are well ſuited to the 
Hempen Manufacture, and it was thriving and 


extending greatly ſome Years ago, till a Damp 


was thrown on it, I may ſay a Stop was to it, 
by the laying a Duty on it in England; though 
they import from foreign Countries, at leaft five 
Times as much of that Manufacture, as they make 
at Home. But notwithſtanding, why: do we not 
raiſe Hemp, and manufacture it, at leaſt, as much 
as will anſwer our own Conſumption ? It is plain 
we do not, from the Table of Imports. | 


n What very large Sums of Money are 
Yearly carried out of the Kingdom, in Specie, for 
the Article of Coals. By the 1 Books 
it appears, that there is entered very near 186,000 


Ton, and it is imagined there ate upwards of 


50,000 Ton more brought from Abroad, and 
conſumed here, that are not entered, nor can, 
from the Situation of the where they are 
imported; computing of this very low, here is 


a conſtant yearly Drain of upwards of  150,0008. 


Indeed, this Year, it may be reckoned higher, 


for the Colliers have entered into a Combination, 


not to ſell under 16s. a Tun, — accordingly 
have kept up to that Price *. 


* This Combination 16 keep up the Price of Coo an 
continues, 
I 2 Wr 
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Wr have large Collieries of our own, 1 
good in their Kind, and wanting nothing but the 
Means of bringing them to Market, a Navigation, 
which can be, we are told, compleated for about 
17,0007. and then we ſhall have this Neceſſary of 
Life in great Abundance, free from the Combi- 
nations, the Frauds, the Monopolies, the Exac- 
tions of Colliers, Coal Factors, and Engroſſers, 
and ſave the ſending out of the wet, eee, ſo large 

a Sum annually in Specie; what a Benefit would 
this be to our poor People, to have them employ- 
ed in this Way, and ſuch a Quantity of Caſh cir- 
culate round the Kingdom? Sure, no Difficulty 
could ariſe in obtaining ſo ſmall a Sum as 17000 J. 
conſidering the great National Benefit that would 
accrue thereby, if any Dependence could be had, 
or Security given, for the compleating the Navi- 
gation for ſuch a Sum. mow on ef 
II is a melancholy Thing to reflect, what Sums 
have been given away within theſe laſt. twenty 
Years: for Navigations, doubtful: in their Uſe. and 

Practicability; and how great a Part of © thoſe 
Sutns have been confumed in Salaries, and thrown 
away by the Miſmanagement and Ignorance, | 
will not ſay worſe, of our Undertakers, and our 
own Want of Knowledge and Skill that Way. 
Look further, and: ſee the Accounts laid before 
Parliament, and our Eſtabliſnment, Civil and Mi- 
litary, and above all the Liſt of Penſions of all 
Kinds: What an enormous Sum have they ſwel- 
led io of late Years, upwards. of 96,667 J. and 
tz at the ſame Time, this important Article of 
Coals, the producing this great Neceſſary of Life, 
the ſaving fo large a Sum as 130, ooo/. Yearly, 
has been ſtarved aidinegleted, | 
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THERE has been, indeed, of late eſtabliſned, 
an excellent Inſtitution, to prevent the exceſſive 
high Price of Coals, I mean the Public Coal-yards 
in the City of Dublin *, by which Coals cannot 
well riſe above 18s. a Ton; for when they ex- 
ceed that Sum, the Coal-yards are to ſell out at 
18 6. to the Poor and Indigent, under certain Re- 
gulations; this has, and will, probably, keep the 
Price under 185. but then, what an exorbitant 


Profit have theſe Harpies at this Rate! For, upon 


Examination, it appeared very clear, that ever 
Perſon employed in the Coal Trade, would have 
a reaſonable and ſufficient Profit upon a Sale at 
about 13 5. a Ton. x | 


Thirdly. We have great Plenty of Fiſh of all 
Kinds upon our Coalts, and our Ports and Bays 
are moſt happily fituated to carry on that-valuable 
Branch of Trade, which all our Neighbours, even 
upon our Coaſt, make ſo great Profit by, and 


even ſupply us. What an Indolence and a Shame 


is this, and eſpecially now, that the Legiſlature 


Tbere has been another. Coal Yard lately eſtabliſhed, by 
another Act of Parliament, in the City of Cork, and though 
each of them are an Expence of about 400. a Year to the 
Nation, for Sallaties of Officers, Coal Yards, &c. yet it is 
made Amends for, by the keeping down the Price of Coals 
under 18s, But certainly ; ſome further Regulations in theſe 
Coal Vards are wanting, to make them more extenſivel uſe, 
ful, either by enlarging the Quantity to be given out at Times, 
or making them more eaſ to be come at, for the Poor com- 
ora gees would rather go to the other Coal Yards, or to the 
ps, -and pay ſomething; more, as they can get them ether 
and at leſa E « Regulations. are likewiſe neceſſary to be 
made in che Coal Trade, to prevent Combinations fat keeping 
the Coals up to 16s. a Ton, either by/obliging the Ships in the 
Harbour to come up to the Quays and ſell; ot in ſome other 
Shape. | | | 
has 
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has given us ſo great a Bounty, and Encourage- 
ment, — they have done by a late Act of Parlia- 
ment | | 


 Fourthly. See by the above Tables, what large 
Quantities of the Silk and Woollen Manufactures 
we pay for and import; it is true, by the Bounty 
of Parliament, and the Patronage of the Dublin 
Society, the Silk Manufacture is beginning to re- 
vive, and the Poor, who were diſtreſſed formerly 
to a great Degree, for Want of Employment, are 
beginning to get Bread. I have been told the 


Conſumption of Ireland in this Article is about 


130,000 J. yearly, and that we do not manufac- 
ture above 39,0007. of it; and that we conſume 
of the plain Silks alone about 80,000 J. in Value. 
Our fancied Goods, certainly, do not come up to 
thoſe we have from Abroad, but the plain we 
have, and can make to Perfection; and would it 
not be an immenſe Thing for us to employ our 
Poor, and prevent the ſending Abroad for this 
Article of plain Goods, by which ſuch a Sum as 
80,000 l. would be ſaved. 

© Wuar a Diſgrace is it to our People of Faſhion 


and Diſtinction, to ſee them deſpiſe our own Ma- 


nufactures, and fo fond of foreign Goods, by 
which they are become even 'the s of ſome 


Tradeſmen, who, finding they cannot fell ri 


Goods, though exceeding of their Kind, are 
obliged to ſay they came Abroad, and raiſe 


* Several Acts of Parliament have paſſed within this fix or 


ght Years, giving very Premiums, and payable directly 
— of the —— — — Building and 


the 
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che Price, and conſequently their Profit; and by 
this pious. Fraud (if I may ſay fo) in Favour of 
our own Country, great Quantities of Iriſb Goods 
are ſold for Foreign, and this Management is made 
Uſe of with Reſpect to Woollen Goods, as well 
as Silk, in order to force a Trade of Jriſþ Goods; 
and fo fully convinced are ſome very ſenſible Ma- 


nufacturers of the Benefit of this Kind of Fraud, 


that they declare, the fixing of any Kind of Mark, 
that would with Certainty diſtinguiſh the 56 
from the Exgliſb Goods, would be greatly injurious 
to the Iriſb Trade. But we are in hopes, not on- 
ly to extend this valuable Branch of our Manufac- 
tures, but get over all Prejudices, when fo many 
worthy a 5 Ladies, have taken 
upon them the Patronage and Protection of the 


Silk Manufacture, and its Ware-houſe in Parlia- 


ment- Street. | g 
Wir Reſpect to the Woollen Manufacture, I 
have mentioned above my Reaſons, why it would 
be of Uſe, even to England, to permit us to ex- 
rt ſeveral Articles in the coarſe and low priced 
s, which Trade they have been in a great 
Meaſure beat out of, by their Neighbours felling 
them cheaper in foreign Markets; and by this 
Means our [riſþ Wool would be cor 17 575 
Home, and not clandeſtinely, ſent Abrogd,. to [ 
reat Prejudice of England. I am cre ibly in- 
med, with Reſpect to the elandeſtine Exporta- 
tion of Wool, much more Iriſß Wool is carried 
Abroad that Way through Eugland, than directiy 
from Ireland. wy | 


_ Fifibh. It is very alarming, with Reſpect tothe 
Health and Morals of the People, to uk wh 
| a Quan 
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2 Quantity of Spirits is“ conſumed in this King - 
dom; of Brandies, you will ſee from the Table, 
upwards of 57, oo0 Gallons, imported from France 
and Holland; and of Rum above 1, 2 30, 840 Gal- 
lons; beſide it is imagined, there is clandeſtinely 
run above half the Quantity, to the great Injury 
of the Public Revenue, and the fair Trader; add 
to this, the immenſe Quantity of home-made 
Spirits conſumed here. I think it would be of 
great National Conſequence, to prevent the immo- 
derate Uſe and Conſumption of this pernicious 
Liquor : Both in Great-Britain and here, it has 
been attempted in vain ; but ſince that cannot be 
effected, let us ſee if we cannot in ſome Meaſure 
prevent the exceſſive Uſe of it, and at the ſame 
Time turn it to a National Benefit. I have been 
informed by ſome Phyſicians of great Knowledge 
and Character in their Profeſſion, that Spirits diſ- 
tilled from Grain, are more wholeſome than Bran- 
dies, or Rums; why may we not contrive ſome 
Way to prevent the Importation of Brandies, and 
even Rums, and encourage the diſtilling of home- 
made Spirits from Grain? It would be'a Means of 

improving our Country, by encouraging Tillage 
bd Ajrculture d prevent the ill Conſequences 
Sk hg 2 5 I am told an effectual Me- 
thod t 1s pernicious Practice, would be 
to take off one Shilling of the twenty Pence, 1 
think f in the Pound, Duty on black Teas, that is, 
Boheas ; for it is imagined, very little of that Kind 
is entered, or pays Duty, moſt is run, and that 


The Importation of Spirits have greatly encreaſed within 
theſe few laſt Years. | „ 
1 This has been done, and great Benefit has enſued thereby ; 
ſee a former Note. [ 
8 | the 
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the Runners would not find their Account in that 
Practice, if tfley had not the Benefit of running 
theſe Kind of Teas along with the Spirits, and in 
the End no Prejudice would arĩſe to the Public Re- 


venue; for in this as well as in many other Arti- 


cles," where the Duty is high, a low Duty, if 


paid, would bring in more Money than tlie high, 


where very little is entered and moſt of ir 
Sens ae 265.27 Bare 
1 ſhall nt trouble my Reader, with entering 
more minately into the many Articles of our Ex- 
ports, that we right improve and extend; or, 
our Imports, which we might prevent, either en- 


refer them to the Fables, and to the Liſt of Pre- 
miums that have been offered by the Dublin Soci- 

„ this Year ; but I cannot amit to mention in 
eneral, the Importation of near 30, 00 Barrels 

Beer and Ale “; this Article, I underſtand, can 
be fold cheaper here than we can brew it for Sale, 
by the Draw back of great Part of the Duty on 
Exportation, and by the Duty being very ſmall 
on Importation here. Should not this put us upon 
enereaſing the 8 on Importation; ſee — 


tity of Hard and Earthen Ware imported; d 


allo, of Rape and Lintſeed Oi, all which v 
i Barga uad Sent , oi | 
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The Importation of Beer and Ale has lately encreaſed, 
and. is likely to du fo fur two Reaſons, by the Drawbacks be- 
ing pllowed of almoſt all the Britiſh Duty, they can and do 
ſell Engliſh and Scotch Beer cheaper here than they can do the 
Iriſh, and the Ale-drapers make a greater Proſit by the Sale of 
the former. And again, they do not make the Malt in Ireland, any 
thing near ſo good, ot to yield as much as that that comes from 
Abroad. Indeed the Dublin Society have attempted to remedy 
this laſt Evil, by giving between 4 and-5ool. a Year for five 


the Country, and bringing 


tiely, or in 4 great Meaſure: But beg Leave, to 


Years, in Premiums for the Encouragement of making good N 
Male in ito Dünn 
might - 


OY 


N 1 
might manufacture to the great mme 
our de Poor, and eee of our 


and. 
Nane thus, with, the grea <7 Candour and. 
Imparyality, laid, before. the Re K Wes 
Yalug,of the Remittances, in Money, 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 00 — 1 
einen who live Abroad ;, and having alſo conh- 
dered what Ballance in our Favour we have, by 
our whole, Trade, to enable us to maintain tho 
emitiancesz and, having likewiſe taken into 
Conſideration ſeveral >. hey Articles, which do ei- 
increaſe, or leſſen the Ballance, L leave it to 
every one to judge, whether the laferences and Ob- 
ſervations, drawn from thence, are well grounded. 
It appears on one Hand that our Arte drow 
eur of, the Engden, yearly, beat 2 ien 
and.a half; and on the other, that the Ballance in. 
qus, Favour, hy pur Trade, Band is the Fung, 
we:haye to. dj{charge. theſe Drafts upon us with) 
amounts to no more than 489.8g6l. yearly, ac- 
—— the puhlick Eſtimates, and by copſe- 
quence, t hore will b wanting upwardaof. 550,000! 
Mt up theſe F ay ments. Ie 
ow we have been able hitherto to ſupport all 
. this, L leave. to others. to account for; Perhaps 
P = Stock, which we have been gathering fo 
many. Years, may hitherto have enabled us 5 
apſwer theſe Demands upon us, when they were 
more moderate ry but,! it is impoſſible for us to ſub- 
much Jonges, . under ſuch 3 waſteful Drain. 
Ig is evident, by. the great .Scarcity., of Mon 
the * 4 ben tour: Steck is dra bange 
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on dur domeſtic or foreign Trade, and that there 
is a great Stagnation in our Buſineſs already, for 

Want of Money, what muſt be our Caſe in a 
little Time, when all the reſt of our Species ſhall _ 
be carried off, as it muſt cerrainly be, if our Gen- I 
tlemen Abroad ſhall continue to draw it from us; 
in the Degree they do at preſent ? The Conſe- 
quence will then be, that we ſhall not be able to 
ſupport our Etabliſhment, and ſhall ceaſe ts be an 
Advantage to Eugland, which will ever "receive 
teſs from us, in Proportion as we grow /poorer. | 
It is to be hoped, the People of England will not | 

| 


be againſt our taxing the Eſtates of our Abſentees 
finee it may enable us to pay the Taxes of our 
Country, ſupport our Government, and prevent 
our becoming a Burthen to them; and we may 
preſume, they may be the rather inelined to ap- 
prove of ſuch a Tax; ſince it is more than pro- 
bable, ' that moſt of our Abſentees will, tiot- 
withſtanding this, till live among them, and 
not forego their foreign Pleaſures, on that Re- 
count. 2 YE - N. 0 Adres . s 
» Trave taken particular Notice of the Betiefits 
which acctue to England by its Dealings with 
Ireland, and that it is its Intereſt to let the People 
of ſreland into a free Enjoyment of every Branch 
of Trade, and to give full Employment ts all | 
their Hands, ſince every Profit ariſing from'thenice 2 
will only ſerve to enlarge their Remittances to ey 
that Kingdom.” | j Cle 
It the People of England will ſtill keep us under 
the fame Reſtrictions in Trade; let them ſend us 
Home our Geritlemen ; or, if they will have our 
Gentlemen live and ſpend their Fortunes amongſt 
them, it is to be hoped, that they will give us 
greater Liberty of Trade, to enable us to maintain 
* | K 2 them 
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them there; one or other of theſe Expedients 
ſeems to be abſdlutely neceſſary at preſent for the 
Support of this Kingdom. * 
Tux laſt Thing I propoſe to ſpeak of in this 
Treatiſe, was to make ſome Obſervations, and 
offer ſome Reaſons; why the Abſentees ſhould be 
obliged to contribute, in ſome Shape, to the 
Welfare and Support of the Country they derive 
their Honours, Eſtates and — Mun 
IxDERRD, as this Evil grows daily upon us, and 
has already thrown. the Nation into a waſteful 
Conſumption of all its Subſtance, it is high Time 
to apply ſome Remedy to ſtop this immoderate 
Drain, that has reduced us fo low : And this can 
be done no other Way than, in Imitation of our 
Anceſtors, and of all wiſe Nations in the like 
Caſe, by taxing the Eſtates and Incomes of thoſe, 
who out of Wantonneſs and Luxury, chooſe to 
ſpend all the Profits thereof Abroad, to the 
Impoveriſnment and Ruin of their native 
c 0 

IT is not reaſonable to expect, that the Security 
of':the'| Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt in this 
Kingdom, the Proſperity of the People, and 
Safety of the Government, ſhould all give Way 
tothe Gratifications of our Gentlemen Abroad; 
iK;:they ſet ſo high a Value on their. foreign Plea- 
fares; that for the Enjoy ment of them, the King- 
dom muſt be brought into Ruin, it is to be 
hoped, they ſhall not be indulged. in all this, 
Without contributing their Quota towards the 
Charges of the Public. As the Caſe ſtands at 
preſent, While all others at Home pay largely in 
Laxes,: ſor the Maintenance of our Eſtabliſh- 
ment, 4heſe Gentlemen, though many of them 
haven nothing but what they e this 
£46749 8 a oun- 
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Country, yet pay not one Farthing for the Sup- 


port of it; they have, indeed, the Merit of pay- 
ing, by their foreign Conſumptions, the Taxes 
ot all Countries but their W m. 

Ir is notorious, that many of our Abſentees 
have, by their Rents and otherwiſe, drawn out of 
this Kingdom many Millions of Pounds the laſt 
twenty Tears, and yet none of them have con- 
tribuced to the Support of the publick Charges, as 
much as the meaneſt Perſon who pays for a Quart 


of Ale. 


IT cannot be ſuppoſed, that our Iriſb Landlords, 
who live Abroad, and conſume no Part of the Pro- 
duce. or Manufacture of their Country, pay the 
leaſt Share of the Duties or Taxes thereof, or re- 
lieve any of its Poor, whoſe Miſeries they never 
ſee, or make any Improvements, ho never mean 


to live among us; nay, their living Abroad ſeems 
to have ſo far alienated their Affections from their 
Country, and hardened their Tempers towards it, 


that they, above all others, are remarkable for ſet- 
ing their Eſtates at a Rack Rent, ſo as hardly to 


allow. a Livelihood to their poor Tenants, by whom 

they are ſupported. . LPT arty 
|  Tazxz is no Country in Europe which produ- 
ces and exports ſo great a Quantity of Beef, But- 


ter, Tallow, Hides and Wool, as Ireland does; 


and yet our common People are very poorly; 
cloathed, go bare-legged half the Year, and very 


rarely taſte of that Fleſh-meat, with which we 


ſo much abound. We pinch ourſelves in every 
Article of Life, and export more than we can well 
ſpare, with no other Effect or Advantage, than 
to enable our Gentlemen and Ladies to live more 


Ap 


luxuriouſly Abroad. 
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Aud they are not content to treat us thus, but 
add Inſult to ill Uſage; they reproach us with our 
Poverty, at the ſame Time that they take away 
our Money; and can tell us, we have no Diver- 
fions or Entertainments in Ireland for them, when 
they themſelves diſable us as having better, 
by . withdrawipg from us. 

Bo r, it is to be hoped, that our Legiſlature will take 
Care that thoſe Gentlemen, who ſpend their For- 
tunes Abroad, and are thereby the greateſt; and al- 
moſt only Cauſe of its Poverry and Diſtreſs, ſhall 
not be the only Perſons favoured, and ya ney 


from paying the Taxes thereof . 


A Tax of two, three, or four Shillings in the 
Pound on the Eſtates, Pehſions, Profits of 


Employments, and Incomes of Abſentees, and 


alſo, ſome certain Sum on all Perſons who are in 
Pofledion of, br ſhall obtain Titles of Honour 
amongſt the Nobility of Frelund, would, in all 
Likelitood; remove the Evil complained of; for, 
if the Abſentees ſhould- return Home, then the 
Publick Revenue would enereaſe to a greater Pro- 
duet in the Cuſtoms and Exciſe, in Proportion as 


the Home Conſumption would be enlarged, by 


the ſpending of ſo much more Money amongſt us; 
or, if they Would notwithſtanding live Abroad, 
cen u abrable. Fund would be provided for 
(NE ray bo beneficial Oar in this Condrry. 


oo” Since 1 tene of this T and; in 1767 the Le- 

giltature Have thoug ht proper to * this Evi Part, by 
_——— 55 in the Pound, on all Penſions, a <A 
rofits of En ments of Abſentees by Act of Parlia- 
man the laſt on; when they. do not reſide, within the 
Kingdom fix Months in the Year, and free from all di ſpenſing 

Clave z ſee the Appendix, 
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I KNQW Tell that many Difficulties may ariſe 
to and upon the raiſing ſuch a Tax; and how. 
will you apply it? For the former Tax of four; 
Shillings in the Pound on Abſentees, which ſub- 
lifted for ſo, many Vears, anſwered no good Pur- 


poſe, by being applied to defray the publick; 
Charges of Government, as hath been mentigacd. 


in the former Paxt of this Treatiſe. 


As to the firſt of theſe . | have found. 
ſomewhere this; Queſtion, aſked,, w 's ſhould not 
we lay a Duty, on, the, Exportation oh Nobility; 
and Gentry, agcording to their, Titles and In- 
comes? They travel for Health or Wesens 
Should not they, pay £59.97; ID ar ſome. cer- 
tain Sum, to their own c for. Permiſſion; 
0 9 the Remainder of their Fortunes in 
another 

Lou ſee by what has been, mentioned, b legal 
Proviſions our Anceſtors madę upon this Head 
and: Why 1 1 7 8 io, pretiy wuch 
the ſame Manner, hut free: from the. diſpenſing 
Clauſes, as the Fur Shilling 7 the Pound: was; 
raiſed by Virtue of. the former ſeveral Ats of Par- 
hamenty ſo long in Forge. in this Wen And) 


Vith gelpect co the raiſing a Tür gg ſuch of, qus; 


Nobility.as have no ON, Island, which ſeems, 

to he attended with. ld x | 
what was done by the At of u LO, 1 5 

2 which, never h e 


not think hut the 

7 conttiye, Nasa 5 5 . — 4 
if, chgy are Onec;« Eropriety ( 

aud. O ſefulneſs of it. To c very t the are rich 


in this World, is Religion and true Policy, _ ” 


caſeahie. poor Labour: is id it 
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Tue does not ſeem to be ſo great Difficulty 
as at firſt imagined in doing this ; other Countries 
have raiſed Taxes, where the Difficulty ſeems to 
have been greater. 

In Holland, every Man that'accepts of an Em- 
ployment, is obliged to pay ſuch a certain propor- 
tionable Part of it to the State, and a proportionable 
Tax on the Promotion of Land and Sea Officers 
and Clergy. There is allo there, what is called a 
Collateral Tax, by which the Inheritor of a ON 
tune in Land, or even Money, not deſcendin 
him in @ right Line, pays tò and a half per che 
to the State; When they ſell Land or Employ- 
ments, the Buyer and Seller pay two or three per 


Cent. of the Value to the State, and they have a 
Method of raiſing and collecting theſe Taxes with 


Eaſe. 


As to the other Objection. relative to be Ap- 


plication of the Tacx 


Turk are tuo great war Natjonal Chiritics 
in this Kingdom, neither of which have any cer- | 
tain Support any Way adequate'to the great Ex- 
pence of them, ot the vaſt Benefit ariſing to this 
Country by them; I mean the Charter Schools, 
and the Founding Hoſpital at the Work houſe 


the former fuppotts' about 2500 Petſons, alid has 


for its Object the training up che Children of the 


i ifts of this Kingdom, of a lo Condition, not 
only to be uſeful Members of Society, by ;nftruct- 
ing them in Huſbandry and ManufaQtures, and 


bi hen en o Proteſtant Maſters, 
ee den eee e 
LR) It £45 ai | how 


but” to be Sood 
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„No Body that is! pleafed to enqguite inte the Numbers of 
Popiſh Child:en, that have been bred up, and ſent into the 
World uſeful Proteſtant Members of Society, from the 

Opening 


(- 88. ] 
how flow a Progreſs the Reformation made in the 
lower Claſs of People of this Kingdom, and I am 
much afraid the Number of Papiſts have en- 


creaſed 


Opening of the Charter-Schools to this Time, but what muſt - 
highly approve of that Inſtitution, and have only to lament 
that its Influence has not been ſtill more extenſive, and its 
Funds more adequate to the great Benefits that might thereby 
accrue to the Proteſtant Religion and the Nation in general. 
This Inſtitution notwithſtanding its general Utility, has met 
with ſome Difficulties in its Progreſs. The Priefi and Pa- 
iſts ſeeing the good Effects like to enſue, with Reſpect to the 
Proteſtant Religion, have erected Schools in ſeveral Parts of 
the Kingdom to counteract the good Effects of the Proteſtant 
Charter- Schools, and they have greatly threatened thoſe Pa- 
rents that ſhall ſuffer their Children to go into them; and 
have frequently forced them to ſteal their Children out of the 
Schools: And thereby, except in Times of Scarcity of Provi- 
ſions, ſome Difficulty ariſes in getting a ſufficient Number of 
Popiſh Children to fill the Schools ; and then in the Country 
great Numbers of low Popiſh Schools are diſperſed all over 
the Kingdom, where the lower Claſs of People ſend their 
Children at a very ſmall Expence to be tau be to read and 
write, (even at ſo low a Price as 24, or 3d. a Week) and all 
the Maſters of theſe Schools are Papiſts, directly contrary to 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament, which distzets no Schoolmaſter 
; ſhall' teach, unleſs he be a Proteſtamt. and licenced by the 
Biſhop : And even Proteſtants, for want of Proteſtant Maſters 
are forced to ſend their Children to theſe Maſters ; though 
every Beneficed Clergyman is obliged by Statute, to take an 
Oath before the Biſhop to keep a Proteſtant Maſter in every 
Pariſh, to inſtruct his Pariſhioners in the Engliſb Language, or 
to pay the accuſtomed Salary for that Purpoſe, which I am 
informed is 40s. a Year, too ſmall at this Time a Day for 
the Purpoſe. | | 
It is quite unneceſſary, to enlarge upon the ill Conſequences 
of having theſe Country Maſters all Papiſts, or of the great 
Benefits that would ariſe to the Proteſtant Religion, if a 
ſufficient Number of Proteſtant Schoolmaſters, were eſtabliſhed 
through the Kingdom, to inſtruct Children of the lower 
Claſs of People, when young, and before they are fit to 
Labour, in Reading, Writing, _ the Church Long 
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creaſed of late Years out of all Proportion, and 
ſo it has been found by ſome late Returns, owing, 
am apprehenſive, on one Hand, to the Non- 


end that they were to be. allowed ſome ſmall Stipend, which 
with ſome trifling Matter, to be given by the Parents of the 
Children, would be ſufficient -to encourage many Proteſtant 
Maſters to accept of the Care of ſuch Schools, and mT 
them very diligent ; for the general Complaint is, that Maſte 
cannot be got to ſettle, 5 — having ſome certain Allow- 
ance: Indeed the common Jrifb are fond of inſtructing their 
Children, if they had Opportunity. 

Now, if the Charter-School Society were enabled, by an 
Enlargement of their Funds, to extend the charitable and 
uſeful Views of their Charter and Inſtitution, by appointing 
{ſeveral fuch Schoolmaſters in proper Places, throughout the 
Kingdom, under certain Regulations, and endowing theſe 
with fome ſmall Salaries, many Gentlemen think it would be 
of the utmoſt Utility. 

Something of this Kind was eſtabliſhed in Scotland, by a 
Charter of Queen Ann's, in 1709; and a Fund was given for 
that Purpoſe, and a Society was incorporated with Power to 
receive Benefactions and to erect Schools, for the Inſtructions of 
the poor Natives of the Highlands of Scotland, in the Chriſtian 

| mn, and to teach them to read; and in Purſuance of 

theſe Powers, many Day Schools were erected in different 
Parts of that Kingdom, and endowed with ſmall Salaries: ! 
have been told, there are now about 12 or 1500 of them. 
The Greatneſs of the Succeſs of that Inſtitution, does abun- 
dantly anfwer the Wiſdom and Humanity of the Deſign, 
for there are few of the lower Claſs of People in that King- 
dom, that are not of the Eftablifked Religion of that Country, 
and cannot read and write, 

Perhaps, if the Charter-School Society were enabled to 
aſſiſt the Parochial and Dioceſan Schools, and promote their 
original laudable Intention, it might anſwer ſeveral good Pur- 
poſes, for the common Sort of People of this Country have 
oh Underſtanding, and are very keen and ſharp in their own 

ay, enable them to read and write, and enlarge thereby 
ever ſo little their Underſtanding, and you bid fair to make 
them good Subjects and good Proteſtants, and it will make 
their Youth, when they grow into Manhood, more governable 
and tractable in Life. 


—_ 
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reſidence and Indolence of our Clergy, and to 
the Remiſſneſs and Negligence of the Proteſtants 
in general; and on the other, to the indefatigable 
Aſiduity and Zeal of the Popiſn Clergy, and the 
People in general of that Perſuaſion; and, I am 
afraid, in a great Meaſure, to the great Number 
of Jeſuits and Regulars hat have of late come in- 
to the Kingdom. | | | 

Tus other Charity has for its Object, the -rear- 
ing and making uleful Members of Society, a great 
Number of helpleſs delerted Infants, that muſt 
otherwiſe inevitably periſh. There are two or 
three and twenty hundred Children ſupported by 
this Charity ; and indeed it 1s become now of uni- 
verſal Concern, Children from all Parts of the 
Kingdom being ſent in there. Hs, 
| / 164k two Charities have been in the utmoſt 
Want of Money aad Diſtreſs of late Vears; the 
Charter Schools, from the Number of Children 


ſent in, and Dearneſs of Proviſions, were obliged 


to call in the Money they had upon Securities, 
and all the Debts they could poſſibly get in, and 
upon the Correſponding Society in London for 
their Aſſiſtance and Support, who aſſiſted them 
with that Zeal they have been ever remarkable 
for, and without which, and ſome accidental 
Legacies and Charities to a conſiderable Amount, 
it would have been impoſſible for them to ſubſiſt. 
Indeed the Zeal and public Spirit of one Gentle- 
man, A Member of the Houſe of Commons in 
the Weſt of this Kingdom, who ought to be 
mentioned with Honour, and who has not only a 


Charter School for forty Children, but a Nurſery 


for the Support of one hundred within his Demeſne, 
and under his immediate Care and Protection, ſee- 
ing the Diſtreſs the Society was likely to be re- 

L 2 duced 
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duced to, two Years ago, generouſly offered to 
ſupport them from the Beginning of the Year till 
the Parliament could relieve them, both Charter 
School and Nurſery, at his own Expence. A no- 
ble Example, and worthy ſo good a Man. 

Tas Foundling Hoſpital was in like Diſtreſs; 
for they owed to Nurſes in the Country, who had 
their Children to the Number of between 1400 or 
1500, near (2000, ſome for two, ſome more 
Years nurſing, and they had no Money to pay 
them; their Credit was ſo low by the Means of 
this great Arrear, that no Woman could be got to 
take the Children from the Poor Houſe to nurſe, 
and many coming in daily, they were obliged to 
put ſeveral Children upon one wet Nurſe, and great 
Numbers were in the utmoſt Danger of ſtarving, 
had not the Governors raiſed a Sum of F 1800, in 
a Mortgage of their little Eſtate about the Work- 
houſe, — a Banker of this City, who advanced 
that Sum from a Motive of Zeal for ſo good a 
Work, more than the Goodneſs of the Security; 
for, in Truth, it was but very ſcanty, and ill cir- 


cumſtanced “. 


I MENT10N theſe two particular Charities, be- 
cauſe I am well acquainted with them. I am 
ſure there are ſeveral others; ſuch as, the Hiber- 
nian School for the Support of the Children of 
Soldiers; the Marine Society for thoſe of Sailors, 
that are of great Uſe and Benefit to the Kingdom, 
and do great Honour to the Charity and Humani- 
ty of the People of this Country, 


— 


* A like Diſtreſs befel this Charity, this very Year 1769, 


and were obliged to apply to the fame Banker, who with great 


Humanity again in Iixe Manner relieved them, 
1 Maxy 
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Many Gentlemen in England, having been in- 
formed of the Object of the two above great Cha- 
rities, and tut they had but a ſmall Fund of Eſtate, 
and were ſupported entirely by uncertain and oc- 
caſibnal Funds, wondered how the Governors 
could venture to undertake fo great a certain Ex- 
pence upon ſo uncertain a Fund, where ſo many 
thouſands were in Danger of ſtarving ; for that 
the great Charities there, had ſome 10,000/. ſome 
11 Or 12,0000. a Year ceriain Income or Eſtate, 
or elſe they would never venture to undertake fo 
great an Expence. The Foundling Hoſpital in 
Paris has certain Taxes, to a great Amount, ap- 
propriated to their Support; Taxes on Luxuries, 
on Diverſions, on the Play-houſes, ſo much on 
every Ticket made uſe of there. | 
I MENT10N all this, to be the better entitled to 
take the Liberty to ſubmit it to the Legiſlature, 
whether it would not be a right and a proper 
Meaſure, to lay ſome certain Tax on Abſentees 
of all Kinds, and to appropriate it to the Support 
of the above two great Charities, ard ſuch other 
as they ſhould think fit, to be accountable to Parlia- 
ment. Perhaps when the Tax was applied to fo 
good a Purpoſe, the Perſons that pay it, as well 
as thoſe that grant it, would be induced the rather 
to come into 1t, and reſt ſatisfied, that it would be 
free from the Objection raiſed formerly, to the 
Tax of 4s. in the Pound, on Abſentees, and 
which was paid for ſo many Years. 
As I am ſure J have tired the Reader, by this 
Time, I ſhall beg Leave to conclude with the fol- 
lowing Obſervation : That notwithſtanding all I 
have ſaid, to draw the Attention of the People of 
Ireland to Agriculture, Manufactures, and Com- 
merce, important Objects indeed! yet, as I think, 


Wd. 


86 J 

this Iſland is in great Danger of being attacked, 
whenever a new War breaks out, we ſhould be 
on our Guard, and now in Time of Peace, the 
moſt proper, let us ſet about eſtabliſhing a uſeful 
and national Militia “ for our Defence, and train 
our Proteſtants up to the Uſe of Arms, that they 
may, in Time of Danger, protect us from both 
foreign and inteſtine Enemies, many of which, 
lam afraid, we have amongſt us, who, upon ſuch 
an Occaſion, may be more dangerous than our 
open and avowed Enemies; for, as hath been ob- 
ſerved by a noble Author, who has lately wrote 
the Hiſtory of the Reign: of Henry the Second, 
that, Exerciſe in Arms, encreaſes the Strength of 
a Nation, which, remaining long unemployed, is 
very apt to decay, and fink into an infirm and 
_ effeminate Softneſs, particularly, when People are 
much addicted to Commerce, the mercantile Spi- 
Tit prevailing over the military, more than is con- 
ſiſtent with the Safety or Virtue of a State. To 
keep up the Energy of both theſe Spirits, in 
'a proper Down, and without Prejudices to each 
other, 1s a very. important, and a very difficult 

Part of political Wiſdom, which has been per- 
formed in few Governments either ancient or 
modern. | 


Some time ago, there was in ſome of the public Papers a 
Scheme of a Mihtia, for 8 or 12,000 Men, and a Rotation 
propoſed of one fourth part of that Number, to be roy 
embodied, which would not be more than the Expence of fo 
many of the Army, and by that means, in four . Years the 
whole Militia of the Kingdom would be trained and exerciſed, 
and in a few Years all our Proteſtants would be bred up in 
ſome Meaſure to the uſe of Arms, and they made Uſeful in 
ime of Danger, to Protect and Defend us againſt any Foreign 
or Domeſtick Enemies. 


$1123 © | BRTORE 


1 
Before I conclude, I muſt beg Leave to take 
Notice, that I hope, the general Obſervations that 
have been drawn from a plain Repreſentation of 
Matters of Fact, and publick Eſtimates, will not, 
as it never was intended they — give the leaſt 
Offence to any one. 
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APP E N D IX. 


„ HE very favourable and honourable Re- 
ception and Notice taken by Parliament, 


and the Merchants of this Kingdom, 


« of this Treatiſe, and the Attention given to it 
by the Publick, as appears by the quick Sale for 
the two former Editions, dernand the higheſt 
Gratitude and Reſpect, and the utmoſt Endea- 
vours to make this third Edition as perfect and 
compleat as a Work of this complicated Nature 
can be, and therefore this Edition is preſented to 
the Public, not only with the Liſt of Abſentees, 
brought down to the preſent Year 1769, but 
greatly amended ; which might en have 
been expected, as it was impoſſible to be fully in- 
formed, on the firſt Publication, of all the Gen- 
tlem at have Eſtates in the different Parts of 
the Kingdom, and 'eſpecially as they were un- 
known and unheard of, ſave only within the nar- 
row Limits of their Tenants,” being | reſident 
Abroad, and not laying out any Part of their In- 
comes, nor employing the Labourer or Artificer, 
nor paying towards the National Taxes, or Sup- 
port of the Civil or Military, Eſtabliſhments of the 
. er and en eee all the Pains Nr 
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have been taken to make theſe Liſts as perfect as 
may be; yet, no Doubt, ſome Omiſſions and 
Miſtakes will be ftill found; but, upon the 
Whole, am confident that the Drains we labour 
under, are much more than here eſtimated and 
ſet out. Indeed the Totals annexed to the for- 
mer Liſts were abundantly ſufficient to ſupport all 
the Arguments here made Uſe of; but how much 
ſtronger muſt they be, when, in Fact and Truth 
it appears, from the general Abſtracts ſet forth in 
this Edition; that, inſtead of about a Million, 
there is a Million and an half of Money drawn 
out of the Nation in this Way. 

Acain, in this Edition, by Way of Notes, 
many, additional Obſervations are made on the 
Trade and Manufactures of Ireland, and the 
Means to encourage, improve, and extend them, 
in which the Author has been greatly aſſiſted by 
many knowing and experienced Men in that Way, 
and fupplied with Hints and Remarks for that 
Purpoſe; which he truſts, ſome public ſpirited 
Gentlemen of more power and Abtylities, may im- 
prove and carry into Execution for the Gove and 
Welfare of the Kingdom. 

SEvEeRAL Matters mentioned in lis Treatiſe 

have received material Alterations, by the Wil: 

| dom of Parliament, ſince the firſt Publication of 
it, which has occaſioned ſome Obſervations and 
Remarks in the Notes, and particularly by the 
Act of laſt Seſſion of the Ith G. III. c. ii. 
whereby every Perſon who ſhall have, on the 25th 
of December, 1767, or who ſhall,” at any Time, 
between the 25th of December, 1 1767, and 25th 
of December, 1769, incluſive, any lary, Profits 
of Employment, Fees, or Penſions, in this King- 
Gon, ſhall pay to His a four 1 o 
0 
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of every twenty Shillings which they ſhall receive, 

or be entitled unto, by Reaſon of ſuch Salaries, 
Sc. over and above the Charges of executing ſaid 
Employments, unleſs they ſhall live and actually 
reſide, fix Kalendar Months at leaſt, in each of 
faid Years; in the Kingdom. 

Wutcn Tax or Duty, out of. tuch . or 
Penſions, ſhall be ſtopped and deduQed during 
the Term aforeſaid, | by the: Vice-Treaſurers or 
ſuch Perſans h are lo pay the ſame, and they 
are to pay the fame to the Vive-Treaſurers. do be 
accounted. far to His Majeſty . 

Ad the/faid Tax out of the Profits, — 
of ſuch Abſentee's Office, ſhall be ſtopped by the 
Deputy of ſuch abſent, Perſon; and paid to the 
Vice Treaſurers, to be accdunted for as aforeſaid, 
and ſuch Deputy ſhall, within one, Month after 
the Tax becomes due, gice in upon ach an Ac- 
count of the nett Profits of ſuch Employment, 
before a Baton of the» Exc cbequer, or two2Jultices 


of 4he Peace, which Account ſhall be ſent to the 


Vice-Treafuress;. and, in Caſe of Omiſſion or Ne- 


glect by ſuch, Deputy, he ſhall be: e or . 


exerciſing or holding ſuch Deputatiof, and ſh 
forfeit Onk Hundred Pounds; one Moigey to, Fr 
King, and the other to the Perſon e ſhall ſus 
for he fame. 

Tu Secretary of the! Cs Ons the Re- 
— the Agents of the Regiments, and the 
Agents of Perſons entitled to receive. any Salary 


or enſions, hall, reſpectively, on or before the 


iſt of February, Yearly, deliver in upon Oath, be- 
fore the Perſons aforeſaid, to the beſt of theit 
Knowledge, a' Liſt or Account of ſuch of the Ot- 
ficers of the Revenue, Officers of Regiments, 
above the Degree of a Field Officer, and of the 

'M 2 Perſons 


— 
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Perſons entitled to receive ſuch Salaries and Pen- 
ſions, Who ſhall be abſent ſix Months in the Year, 
ending 25th of December next preceding, and in 
| Cafe of Neglect or Refuſal, ſuch Secretary or 
Agent ſhall be diſabled to hold ſuch Office. 
Tuls Act not to extend to charge with ſaid 
Tax, any of the Deſcendants 'of His Majeſty's 
Royal Grand- father, nor: the Lord Lieutenant or 
other Chief Governor, or their Principal Secre- 


tary, or to Officers of ſuch Regiments as ſhall be 


commanded Abroad on the King's Service, nor 
to Officers under the Degree of a Field Officer, 
nor to the Half. pay eee or Widows of Of- 
ficers/ 

Tus Tax, with ſeveral: others, is a 
to the Payment of the Intereſt of the National Debt; 


and in Cafe of any Overplus, to the Payment of 


the Principal; for the Act directs from and after 
Payment of the Intereſt of the Loan, and as often 
as any Surplus or Exceeding, amounting to 50004. 
ſhall” be -raiſed, then there ſha} be a Drawing of 
the Debentures, in the Manner as directed by the 
Act, giving twenty Days Notice, and: a Pay ment 
. of ſo mueß of the Principal and Intereſt within 

twenty Days after ſuch Drawing, and Intereſt to 
ceaſe on them after. 


Tux Propriety and Uſefulne& of this Tax is 
ee eee nd therefore we can 
— 


have no Doubt but the patriotic Principles 
and Zeal which actuated the laſt Parliament to 
paſs ſuch a Law, will influence the preſent to con / 
tinue the Tax, and alſo. endeavour to extend it 
to other Claſſes of Abſentees. 

AnD therefore it may be uſeful, not only to 
= out ſuch Defects in the preſent Law, as in 

ome Meaſure fruſtrates the good 3 

whic 
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- which. it was deſigned, . and ſubmit to the Wiſdom 
of Parliament ſuch Remedies as occur ; but to 
ſuggeſt to what other Claſſes of Abſentees this 
good: Law may be extended, and in what Man- 
ner, ſo as to render the Scheme ſtill more uſeful - 
and benehicial to the Kingdom. 

As to the firſt of theſe Particulars, the four 
Shilling Tax is payable out of every twenty Shil- 
lings & Year, which the Perſon ſhall receive, or 
be entitled unto, by Reaſon of ſuch Salary, Pro- 
fits of Employments, Fees, or Penſions. Now, 
where a Perſon does not continue a Year in Office, 
as frequently is the Caſe of the Vice Treaſurers 
of Ireland, and many others, for we find Em- 
ployments fluctuate. as the Miniſtry or their Fa- 
vourites do, how is ſuch a Perſon to be taxed ? 
It ſeems to be moſt reaſonable, in Proportion to 
2 Time he continues in Office, or has the Pen- 

en * ' 2 N | 

SueiPosE an Officer or Penſioner, liable to the 
Tax, comes at the End of the Year, in Per/on, 
and demands his whole Money, how is the Pay- 
maſter to know how. long he has been abſent, 
and if liable to the Tax; for, by the AQ, he 
cannot ſwear the Principal ? Why ſhould he not 
be empowered and required to ſwear the Princi- 
pal, as well as his Agent? 

WurzRe a Penſion or Office is held in Truſt 
for another (as frequently may be the Caſe) for 
one of theſe Abſentees may give up or ſurrender 
his Office or Penſion, or get a Grant of either to 
a Reſident in Truſt, that does not ſeem to be 
within the expreſs Words of the Act; and yet no 
one will ſay, in Point of Reaſon, but the Tax 
ſhould be paid out of that Penſion. or Office, ri 

+ the 


„ 
the Profits are ſpent Abroad, and therefore the 
Act ſhould extend to them, and ſuch Reſident, 
Penſioner, or Officer, ſhould be required, before 
they are paid their Penſions or Salaries, 'or be en- 
titled to Fees, to diſcover the Matter on Oath. 
Tur Act requires, that the Commillioners of 
the Revenue, the Agents of Regiments, the A- 
gents of Perſons entitled to receive any Salary or 
Penſions, before the 1ſt of February in each Year, 
ſhould give in upon Oath, to the beft of their 
Knowledge, a Liſt or Account of the Officers of 
the Revenue, Officers of Regiments, or Perſons 
entitled to Salaries or Penſions, who ſhall he abſent 
fix Months ih the Year ; but the Act does not fix 
any particular Time for Payment of the Tax or 
Money, due by the Act, though the Tax is, 
by the Ad, due the 25th of December in each 
Tear, and by this Means no one can ſay what the 
Tax amounts to, till the Agents come in and pay 
the Tax, nor till People bring in their Deben- 
tures from the Auditor General's Office to the 
Treafury, to be paid. Some Time ſhould: be 
fixed for the Payment, or to be ee with the 
Fax. I 
Orrierxs Widows are exempted by tlie AQ, 
| wid are not to pay the Tax; the Intention cer- 
tainly was, that they ſhould not pay the Tax out 
of the little Pittance they have, as an' Officer's 
Widow, but, under Pretence of this Exception, 
Officer's Widows that may have large Penſions 
may contend, bs. — clearly bable to 
the Tax, chat they mall be excuſec. 
Tux Agent of ihe Penfioners (wears, that ſuch 
and ſuch, Weing Abſentees, are liable to the Tax, 
but ſays nothing as to the reſt Should ſay, ut 
the 
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the beſt of his Knowledge and Belief the reſt; 
naming them, are Reſident, and not " hable to ho 
Tax. 

Tusk are only ſome of the Defeats that ap- 
pear on the Face of the Act, to Gentlemen of 
Knowledge and Experience in Buſineſs of this 
Kind, others may occur, who, no Doubt in pro- 
per Time, will ſuggeſt them, ſo as they may be 
amended. p 

I am ſorry to ſay it, this Tax has not pro- 
duced ſo much as the ſanguine Hopes of many 
Lovers to their Country made them ſuggeſt, for 
it has not been found to exceed /. 20,000 a Year, 
of which . 15,000 arole; laſt February, from the 
Revenue, Army, and other Officers and Penſion- 
ers, who were Abſentees. It is imagined the Tax 
would have roſe conſiderably higher, had not the 
good: Intention. of the Legiſlature been in ſome 
Meaſure fruſtrated by the above Means and De- 
fects, which it is to be hoped their Wiſdom wilt 
prevent for the future. 

As the Produce of this Tax was applied to the 
Fund for Payment of the Intereſt and Principal: of 
the Loan, the £{ 15,000 paid in, as above-men- 
tioned, occaſioned a Drawing under the Act, of 
ſo much of the Principal of the National Debt, 
which; gave the Creditors of the Public ſome: 
Trouble and Uneaſineſs, never having before ſo 
large a Sum paid them at once, ſeldom above 
{. 5000 at a Time. 

Is my Apprehenſions, the Gente that ad- 
vance their Money, on publick Emergencies, for 
= Ute and Benefit of the Nation, are not in this 

Kingdom encouraged, or ſo well treated as they 
deſerve; nor indeed is the Uſe made. of the/pub- 


* > or of the Nation's: being in Debt, that 


Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom or true Policy would ſuggeſt, nor can it, 
whilſt the National Funds are managed in the 
Way they now are, and are upon fo uncertain 
and precarious a Footing, by ſuch frequent and 
ſmall Payments. 

Many Men think that a Nation's being in 
Debt, to a reaſonable Amount (with Reſpect to 
its Circumſtances) is rather beneficial; and it is 
much ſtranger ſo if they are in Debt, as is the 
Caſe of Ireland, only to themſelves, as there will 
be then no Drain of its Caſh, for the Intereſt, to 
Foreigners; but this muſt be conſidered, when 
the National Debt and Funds are ſo managed and 
circumſtanced, as that they may be made Uſe of 
as a certain Negotiable Security, for Merchants, 
Traders, and all monied Men, to lay out and de- 
poſit their Money, for any Time they may think 
proper, or ſuits their Convenience, and from 
whence. they may have a reaſonable Profit or In- 
tereſt during that Time, and a Certainty of get- 
ting in their Money, by a Sale or Aſhgnment, 
whenever they have Occaſion. There is nothin 
in the World ſo beneficial to Trade as a Nationa 
Debt, made Uſe of for ſuch a Purpoſe. But 
ſurely it is an extraordinary Thing (I vill not call 
it abſurd) to ſee, in ofie Gazette, an Advertiſe- 
ment, applying to the Public for a Loan of 
L. 50,000, and another, informing the Public 
Creditors, there was to be an immediate Draw- 
ing and Payment of J. 15,000 of the National 
Debt. 

We can have no Doubt but, when People in 
Power are apprized of theſe Matters, they will 
conſult the public Good, and endeavour to rectify 
ſuch Meaſures, and ſomething of this Kind ought 
the rather to be done, as in all Probability, 5 3 

| ourſe 


| now it er 
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Courſe we now are in, we ſhall encreaſe rather 


than ditniniſh our Debt, and perhaps if the 


Debt can be kept within moderate Bounds (which 
is the great Danger) it may be beneficial 1 in other 
Particulars, as we are circumſtanced. 

As to extending this Tax to other Claſſes of 
Abſentees, beſides thoſe enumerated in the above 


Acc, it certainly may be done, and the Benefits 
are obvious, from what has been mentioned the 


Eſtates of Gentlemen whoſe Incomes makes up 
ſo large a Sum in the Liſt of Abſentees, have 
riſen moſt amazingly, perhaps Double, nay 
mew, within this laſt twenty five Years, and 


Yes like] She do fo every Day. What has been 


A this? Why chiefly the Improve- 
Wet ß gur Lands, and thereby a great Encreaſe 
to our Trade and Manufactures, and nothin 
has encouraged the Improvement of our Land ſo 
much, as . 80 2 Spirit that has been exerted of 
late through e Kingdoty, not only for making 


all our old 4 t good and commodious, but cut- 


ting new Ones, through large diſtricts "where 
no Roads were before, Which in Fact, is an Ac- 
quifition' to the Publick, of new Countries 
and People, for thereby they are encouraged to 
cultivate their ud and bring the Produce 
of it to Markets, they were in Effect, Strangers 


= 6 before. 


I' ave been informed. by a Gentleman in 
public Station, who has kad both Opportunity, and 
made it his Buſineſs to be truly informed of the 
Taxes 'raiſed upon the People of Ireland, for the 
1 apd Waring of Highways; he ſays it 

has been riſin 2 80 many Years laſt paſt and chat 
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Now, not one Farthing of this very large An- 
nual Tax of £150,000, goes out of the Pocket 
of the Abſentee Landlord, for it is all paid by 


the Tenant, or Perſon in actual Poſſeſſion of the 
Land, andyet no Perſon in the World has a greater 
Benefit by it, than he: for his Eſtate: riſes and 
is likely to do fo, as the Roads are amended and 


his Lands thereby improved. Can there be any 
one Reaſon ſuggeſted why theſe Gentlemen ſhould 
not contribute, in ſome Sort, towards the Pay- 
ml of a Tax they have ſo much Benefit 
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SuPposE all Eſtates of Perſons, who are not 
reſident ſix Months in the Year, ſhould be liable 
to a double Road Tax, one to be paid as uſual 
I the Tenant or Poſſeſſor, and the other by the 
enant alſo, on the Collector of ſuch Taxes Re- 


ceipt, and the Tenant to be allowed in his Rent, 


for ſo much as the Receipt amounts to, by ſuch 
Abſentee Landlord or his Agent, and the Sum to 


ariſe by this double Road Tax to be applied 


for the Repair of Roads within the Barony by 
the „ Or ſuppoſe a Shilling in the 
Pound, or any other Sum, or an Acreable Tax 
was laid on all. Abſentees Eſtates either by Par- 
liament or a Power given to the Grand Jury for that 
Purpoſe, and the Money to be paid by the 
Tenant, and he to be allowed for it out of his 
Rent, and the Money to be applied under 
certain Reſtrictions and Regulations, towards 
eaſing the induſtrious Farmer, of ſome Part of 
this heavy Tax. But ſome Men will cry out at 
this Tax, as it would look like a Land Tax; 
they. would not be ſo much a if 
they confidered how many Taxes 1 y laid 
upon Lard ; is not this very Road Tax, on Land, 
all Pariſh Ceſſes and many others? 
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SEVERAL other Claſſes of Abſentees may well 
be taxed and ought to be fo, and People would 
be better pleaſed to ſee the Produce of them, 
and even that on the Placemen and Penſioners 


applied to. the Benefit of the Public Charities, 


mentioned in the above Treatiſe who ſtand in 
great need of, and are very deſerving of ſome 
National certain Support, but if that ſhould not 
be judged expedient, it certainly would be bet- 


ter, inſtead of applying it to the Payment of 


the Loan, to appropriate it towards the eaſing 


the Manufacturer and Artificer, of ſome of the 
Taxes on the Neceſſaries of Life. 


ExcLAxp is clearing off their Debt by the 
Lowneſs of their Peace Eſtabliſhment, amon 

other Acts of Oeconomy, whilſt Ireland from 
the. Largeneſs of Hers, is running in Debt, in 
time of Peace. If our National Expences riſe 
conſtantly, as they have done for ſome Years 
laſt paſt, in Time of profound Peace, what will 
be the Conſequence in the End, or if we ſhould 


be engaged in a new War, ſome Taxes of this 


Kind will become abſolutely neceſſary, for it will 


puzzle our ableſt Financiers to find out new 


Reſources for Taxation. I think Gentlemen have 


' exerted their utmoſt Ingenuity, even already, in 


finding Ways and Means to- raiſe the Supply 

judged neceſſary for the Nation. | 
Some Men think there would be a great Saving 
of our uſual Expences if we dropped our public 
Works and other internal Expences and Chari- 
ties, and that it would be better to apply the 
Money that has uſually gone that Way, to Go- 
vernment Uſes : there certainly would be a 
great Saving, but which is of moſt Public Utility. 
N2 I wisn 
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Iwisk Men that find Fault that way would 
conſider, if that be bad Oeconomy and Miſmanage- 


ment of the Public Money, what is the great 


Extravagancies and Exceſſes they will find in the 
Civil and Military Eſtabliſhment. of this King- 


dom in Penſions and many other 22 Every 


Country applies ſome Part of its Revenues 
towards Publick Works, and Purpoſes uſeful 
to its Manufactures, Trade and Commerce, 


England does greatly ſo; ſee what great Sums 


are given there Yearly, towards public Chari- 
ties, between / 30,000 and £40,000 Yearly, to 


the Four:dling Hoſpital alone, and other large 


Sums to its Infant Colonies, whereby their Trade 
and Commerce one Day will be greatly en- 
creaſed. The Sums we give to encreaſe and 
improve our Tillage and Lands, anſwers juſt the 
ſame Purpoſe, and I am ſorry to ſay it, a great 
Part of our wild and uncultivated Lands, that 
lie quite remote from Trade and Markets, ſtand 
in as much need of Aſſiſtance. | 
I own it, I do not wiſh to ſee any Schemes 
adopted or gone into, that may encreaſe our 
Debt or National Expences, becauſe let ſome 
Men think what they may, the Taxes we already 
pay lie very heavy on us, and our Trade and 
Manufactures, and they are not well acquainted 


with the Circumſtances of this Country who think 


otherwiſe. They ſee only the Houſes and Tables 


of Men poſſeſſed of beneficial Employ ments, or 
otherwiſe in affluent Circumſtances, and are not 
acquainted witk the wretched Habitation and way 


of Living, of the lower Claſs of People, nay 
of the Manufacturers, Artificer, and Farmer. 
Pervaps what Taxes Ireland raiſes, are more 
in Proportion than what England does, con- 
ſidering its being cramped in Trade, and 

| | other 


— —— 


— 
— 


. A 2 i 


1 20 } 
other Diſadvantages, and the great Difference 
there is between England and Ireland, with reſ- 

to the Trade of England, | the Value of its 


Lands, Perſonal Effects, and Number of 1 its Inha- * 
bitants. 


Ir Gentlemen would whe forne Computati- 
ons on the following Heads, they would find 
this to be a Truth, not to be controverted, and 
that upon Conſideration, no truer or juſter 
Plan or | Eſtimate can be found or adapted, for 
ſuch a Purpoſe. - 

The French compute the Rents of ' Great-Bri- 


tain at forty Eight Million; by others it is rated 


at Sixty Million, but ſuppoſe it at forty Million 
the loweſt. 


Tus Rents of [reland being upwards of Ele- 


ven Million of Acres, at Four Shillings an Acre, 


are upwards of Two Million, which is near 


the Truth, but ſuppoſe at Six Shillings, which 
is Three Million. 


Tux Perſonal Eſtate of England, viz, Jewels, 


Plate, Pictures, Furniture, Shipping, Merchan | 
dize, Stock, c. at leaſt Twenty Million, pro- 


bably forty. 
Thar of Ireland infinitely inferior, but ſup- 


| poſe Four Million. 


Tae Souls in Great- Britain, about Eight 
Million, that of Jre/and about Two Million. 

Tur Caſh of England about Ten Million, 
that of Ireland about {1,200,000. 

Tur Funds of Great-Britain produce Yearly, 


| about Nine Million ; Four Million of which is 


applied to the Payment of the Intereſt of their 
National Debt, and the other Five Million, for 
the Current Services of the Year, 


Tux Annual Expences of each Soul i in England, | 
is computed at ten Pounds, Yearly; in Ireland, 


three 


{ 
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three Pounds; if the People of England would 


live as poorly as thoſe in Ireland, for about one 
Year and a Half the Debt of England might be 


paid off nearlx. | 
Treland raiſes as her Funds, about or under 


one Million Yearly. 


Scotland by the Union, has, all the Benefits 


and Advantages of having the Trade of England 


Jaid open to them, and many others, and yet by 
the Act of Union, whenever there is raiſed on 
Land in England { 1,997,873. 85. gd. there ſhall 
be raiſed a further Sum of * clear of all 
Charges on Scotland, and ſo in Proportion, which 
is about one Part in Forty one. . 
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